
 
The Construction Specifications Institute – Nashville Chapter 
 
Board of Directors Meeting 
 
Meeting Date: May 21, 2013 
 
Present:  Eric Lundquist, Jim Christain, Tom Parshall, Jerry Curtis, Rick Jones, Tiffany Goulet, Jarrod Finger, 

Devin Righter, Kevin Russell, Mark Buck, Randy Huffman, Tim Pedigo, Tim Yoko, Troy Williams, 
Michael Gober, Dan Cress 

 
Call To Order  

President Eric Lundquist called the meeting to order. 
 
Initial Discussion  

1. The April meeting minutes were reviewed. 
2. Per Tom Parshall, the Gulf States Regional Conference was well attended, with approximately 125 attendees. 

Congratulations to Kevin Corkern who received the Bishop Award. There is more information regarding the 
event in the current Specifacts on the website.  
 

New Business  
1. Eric has a free membership to give away. It was agreed that this should be strategically given. 
2. Graduates of this year’s CDT class have been invited to today’s membership meeting and will be recognized. 
3. The Awards Banquet next month will be at Mere Bulls, tentative for June 20th. 
4. Jim Christain will determine date/location for the chapter leaders retreat in July. A Friday, mid-to-late afternoon 

was suggested. 
 

Committee Reports 
 
Membership: Devin Righter 

1. Currently 125 members, with 1 new member this month: Aaron Crosby, an MTSU graduate. 
 

Academic Liaison: Kevin Russell 
1. Progress is being made with development of the MTSU chapter. Dr. Janis Brickey mentioned that there is a 

student that wants to be the Secretary. More students are needed to take other leadership roles. Tiffany Goulet 
mentioned she thinks the student membership will be achieved this year. 

2. Dr. Heather Brown is showing enthusiasm for a student chapter and has agreed that it is needed. On a recent 
conference call with Kevin Russell and Tiffany Goulet, she offered to personally champion the planning and 
promoting of the upcoming concrete sculpture project associated with Construct 2013, promoting the 
CSI/MTSU/Nashville theme. Also, last year she surveyed her senior students to find out what they would want 
to get out of a CSI student chapter if it was available. The most common reply was to get instruction on how to 
write and read specs for the discipline that they are in. Apparently CDT classes have been offered in the past at 
MTSU but have been dropped. It was mentioned that some of our Nashville Chapter senior spec writers could 
provide some spec writing training/sessions to help fill this need, and it could be done via web-cast. 

3. September 5th is the next student event for promoting the student chapter. 
 
Planning: Tom Parshall 

1. The Awards Banquet in June is the only new event added to the calendar. 
 

Awards: Troy Williams 
1. The Chapter Commendation is the only Institute award this year. 
2. Troy will meet with Eric regarding coordination for the upcoming Awards Banquet. 
3. Jim Christain mentioned that current chairs/directors should be engaged in award nominations for the year they 

serve, vs. the newly arriving group. He also mentioned that each individual, rather than just Troy, should be 
part of the process for awards they are interested in. Troy mentioned that some individuals would rather not 
receive awards due to not wanting to be in the spotlight. 

 
Discussion focusing on Construct 2013, “Tune in to Nashville” and golf events 

1. Assuming 400 tickets are sold, we would be $3,000 short of reaching the goal of matching what is typically 
raised at our Product Shows. We need 4 more Event Sponsors to cover this shortage. We need to spread the 
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word about this need. It was suggested that we could also add a “songwriters” sponsor. Currently we have 9 
Event Sponsors.  

2. We also need to spread the word about tickets available for purchase: Registration is expected to be up and 
running on the website on May 22. Tickets are only available through the Construct website. It was 
recommended that some tickets be made available at the door for unexpected “last-minute” attendees. 

3. Promotion is also needed for the Golf Tournament, as well as general membership with emphasis on the 
benefits on CSI membership. 

4. Attendees do not have to be a member to attend. 
5. Sixteen volunteers will be needed for shifts at the registration table. It was questioned if students would be 

allowed to volunteer. 
6. A motion was made by Rick Jones that the performers not be required to buy a ticket. A second was made by 

Jim Christain. 
7. Event sponsors were not given tickets. 
8. Nashville CSI members will need to buy a ticket to attend. 
9. A new performer(s) has been added: Fred Knobloch, with “Jelly Roll” Johnson. 
10. There will be a discount for early purchase of tickets. 
11. There is no cost to attend just the Product Show portion of Construct 2013. 

 
Other Items 

1. Jim Christain mentioned we need to begin getting ideas for next year’s Programs, focusing on non-technical 
aspects of the industry (to balance with Specheads meetings, which cover the technical aspects).  

2. Jim also mentioned he would like to increase membership next year, with a goal to double it, and that we 
should start thinking of strategies to do this. Some ideas were mentioned: 
a. Encourage non-members who attend Specheads meeting to join. 
b. Encourage firms to support (including financially) employees to get involved. Approach known executives      

of firms regarding this. 
c. Target emerging professionals – more young members are needed. 
d. Kevin Russell gave an example of a calling card of an organization he belongs to, that is useful as a hand 

out during various events or meetings to promote the organization. Many agreed that something similar to 
this is something CSI Nashville should do. 

  
Meeting adjourned. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Dan Cress 
 
copy: All Attendees, Officers, Directors & Committee Chairs 


