
 
The Construction Specifications Institute – Nashville Chapter 

 
Board of Directors Meeting 

 
Meeting Date: July 23, 2013 
                               

 
Present:  Jim Christain, Jerry Curtis, Rick Jones, Tiffany Goulet, Jarrod Finger, Devin Righter, Kevin Russell, 

Mark Buck, Randy Huffman, Tim Yoko, Troy Williams, Michael Gober, Kevin Corkern, Dr. Janis 
Brickey, Dan Cress 

 
 
Call To Order  

President Jim Christain called the meeting to order. 
 
Initial Discussion  

1. The May meeting minutes were reviewed. 
2. The year-end Treasurers Report was reviewed. The people that the report is typically sent to was questioned – 

it may be from an old list that needs to be updated with current board members. The “Finance Committee” was 
questioned – is it an official committee and who are the members? 

3. It is not known if Eric was able to give away the free membership.  
4. The new Specheads issue has been posted on the website. Devin will send notice to members, typically after it 

is posted. 
 

New Business  

1. Jim Christain encouraged board members to think about what awards they want their disciplines to achieve 
and to submit for it, to relieve some burden off Troy Williams. 

2. Dues are currently $375 total. How the chapter can ensure that this is a good value was discussed, and how to 
advertise this good value (to encourage people to join membership). It was mentioned that the networking 
opportunities that membership provides can provide leads to projects, and that adding job postings on the 
website could be a valuable resource. Also, based on cost of membership, CSI offers better value that AIA. 
 

Committee Reports 

 
Membership: Devin Righter 

1. Currently 127 members. Devin will write members who’s memberships have expired, to confirm it is not just an 
oversight, or to determine the reason for them ending their membership. Rick Jones mentioned it would be 
more effective to call them, and Mark Buck offered to make some calls. 

2. How CSI could utilize Linked-In and Facebook to reach out to potential members was discussed. This could be 
a goal to accomplish this year. 
 

Academic Liaison: Kevin Russell 

1. Dr. Brickey questioned what can be done to support members in the area of career development and 
apprenticeship – this is an area that is lacking. Better follow-up with CDT graduates was mentioned. 

2. The ACE camp at MTSU was a success. 15 students attended. One of the vendors at the camp wrongly 
announced that the Arcom specifications format is going to be changing and that the AIA was developing its 
own specifications. This was likely a sales ploy to sell the vendors’ own spec writing program and take away 
business form Arcom. 

3. There is a generation gap between CSI and young people. The ACE program is a great resource to reach out 
to the student generation. It was questioned if we can get an ACE person to present the program to our 
chapter. Dr. Brickey offered to look into this. 

4. There are potentially four students willing to accept board positions in the MTSU Student Chapter. 
5. Hanley Wood has a close relationship with Dr. Heather Brown, which is having a divisive effect between her 

enthusiasm for promoting the CSI student chapter and also the concrete association. Hanley Wood is paying 
for MTSU students to go to Construct 2013. 

6. Enrollment is down in the MTSU Interior Design curriculum. 
7. Dr. Brickey is open to helping promote CSI in whatever way needed. 
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Awards: Troy Williams 

1. Troy suggested that the Emeritus Award be pursued, as well as the John Ben Small Award for specification 
writers. 

 
Electronic Communications: Tiffany Goulet 

1. It was encouraged that all board members review the website and look for ways to improve it. 
2. Devin will send an Emma blast announcing posting of Specifacts on the website after Tiffany sends him notice 

that it has been posted. 
 

Education: Michael Gober 

1. Michael will strive to have the monthly programs AIA certified for CEU’s. 
2. Ideas for programs were discussed. 
3. It was questioned how we can use technology to support current membership and entice future members. 

Possibilities were discussed for skipe/Go-To-Meeting/webinar style transmissions for CDT classes. MTSU has 
facilities to receive it, but the limited CDT classroom equipment may not be adequate. For example, if the 
sound is not adequate, students will be disinterested. Randy Huffman’s company utilizes this type of 
technology regularly, and he offered to look into this further. 

4. Students are asking how to read and write specifications. How we could offer training for this was discussed. 
CSI has videos on spec writing. 

5. Students are also starving for hands-on experience, which is lacking in the current culture. 
 

Programs:  

1. A Program Chair is needed.  
2. For future programs, Jim encouraged everyone to look for ideas and be aware of possible topics. 
3. Dr. Brickey will reach out to ACE for a possible future program. 

 
Technical: Jerry Curtis 

1. There is no program for September due to Construct 2013, but August and October programs are scheduled. 
2. Dr. Brickey mentioned that a possible student “Lunch and Spec” program on a regular basis would be well 

received. Jerry Curtis has some vendor contacts that he can share. 
3. Ideas for site visits or tours to manufacturing facilities were discussed.  
4. Devin will send out the “call for presenters” again in October. It was suggested that this should be a constant on 

the website. 
 
Discussion focusing on Construct 2013, “Tune in to Nashville” and golf events: Tiffany Goulet/Jim Christain 

1. There have been 166 tickets sold so far. 224 more are needed to meet goal. Tiffany encouraged board 
members to sign up, plus their friends, family, co-workers etc., and that attendees do not need to be in the 
construction business. 

2. There has been a total of $55,313 in expenses incurred so far. 
3. There are only 10 players signed up for the Golf Tournament so far. There have been reports of difficulties in 

signing up through the Construct 2013 website, especially when trying to sign up a foursome. 
4. There are still many hats, visors and shirts that need to be sold. Tiffany Goulet offered to research what would 

be involved with the use and purchase of a portable credit card reader to better facilitate sales at various 
locations/events (even AIA Convention, for example). This may also be useful in selling tickets to the “Tune in 
to Nashville” event, but tickets would still need to be pre-purchased thru the Construct 2013 website. 

5. Hanley Wood will be hiring the seminar scanners and introducers, therefore our chapter is no longer 
responsible to cover this with volunteers. Volunteers will still be needed for other tasks however. Tiffany is in 
the process of coordinating this and will continue to do so. 

 
Other Items 

1. Mike Leonard has sent Jim Christain a letter of resignation from his director position due to over commitments. 
A replacement is needed. Vickie Long and Loretta Baltz have shown interest. 

2. Tim Yoko reported that the events with IFMA and IIDA will continue this year, such as the “Hump Day Happy 
Hour”, summer soiree and the golf tournament.  

 
Meeting adjourned. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Dan Cress 
 
copy: All Attendees, Officers, Directors & Committee Chairs 


