
 
The Construction Specifications Institute – Nashville Chapter 
 
Board of Directors Meeting  
 
Meeting Date: January 21, 2014 
                               
Present:  Rick Jones, Jarrod Finger, Melanie Kenney, Steve Honey, Mark Buck, Troy Williams, Kevin Russell, 

Jerry Curtis, Tim Yoko, Devin Righter, Tom Parshall, Michael Gober, Dan Cress. 
 
Call To Order  

President-elect Rick Jones, filling in for President Jim Christain, called the meeting to order. 
 
Initial Discussion  

1. The December meeting minutes were accepted with a motion by Devin Righter and a second by Mark Buck. 
2. Jack Potter has sent out the December Treasurers Report. Melanie Kenney reported that the payment for the 

last two remaining tickets for the Construct 2013 Tune in to Nashville event has been received. 
3. Rick went to lunch with Beth Hargis and Arya Kabiri to discuss possibly transitioning into new chapter roles of 

Treasurer and Specifacts Editor respectively. 
4. Acknowledgement was given for Beth Hargis regarding the impressive recent edition of Specifacts. 

 
Committee Reports 
 
Membership: Devin Righter 

1. Devin reported one new member in December, and none have dropped. There are currently 147 members. 
2. Devin has reached out to members that have dropped in the recent past, to determine the reason for the 

membership drop, but has not received any responses. Rick Jones emphasized that we should keep trying to 
make contact, and that this task could be delegated to other members to help.  

 
Awards: Troy Williams  

1. Troy has 4 or 5 people in mind that he would like to nominate for Region Awards. He is getting the award 
packages together, and will review later with Rick Jones. The packages are due the first part of March. 

2. Institute awards are submitted in May and July. 
3. Melanie Kenney mentioned that there should be somebody tracking member history for future use in 

nominating fellows, etc. There is a lot of background information required. Tom Parshall mentioned that Troy 
Williams made a board member roster years ago, and something like that could be created again to track 
member service. It should be done electronically now. Devin Righter mentioned the website as a possible 
media for it. Board members, officers and directors are submitted by the chapter secretary (or president) to 
Institute every year, but Institute does not keep past records of them. However, the chapter secretary typically 
keeps copies the submissions on file. 

4. It was discussed how the location of chapter awards are scattered throughout past (and present) board 
members, and that they should be gathered and kept in one place. 

5. It was suggested to check with Tiffany Goulet to find out who has the key to the post office box, and who’s 
name is it in? 

 
Programs: Rick Jones 

1. Next month the president of the Chamber of Commerce will present on AMP. The March program will be Dan 
Palmer with McGraw Hill, presenting the 2014 Construction Outlook, and Kem Hinton will present in April on 
Architecture in the Holy Lands. 

2. Per previous meeting discussions, a possible tour could be scheduled for April or May, such as Gate Precast or 
MTSU new science building. Steve Honey will follow up with Marshal Bassett of Gate Precast to see if they 
have any projects coming up in their plant that would be interesting to see.  
 

Education: Michael Gober  
1. Michael has submitted the recent Specheads program to AIA for and is still waiting for approval of the CEU’s. 

AIA has been quicker to respond in the past.  
2. We should continue to strive for prior approval of programs. 
3. There has been no further planning from last month regarding hosting an educational seminar. It was 

mentioned that AIA will have their convention here again in Nashville in July, so we should not schedule it then. 
Rick Jones emphasized that a major goal of the seminar would be to raise funds for the chapter. Mark Buck 
suggested it be held in November to take advantage of year-end procrastinators, and get ahead of AIA’s 
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“Procrastinators Month” in December. Apparently Jim Christain has a list of possible presenters that we may be 
able to utilize for the seminar. The seminar could include a 4-hr. (half-day) duration with four 45-mintue classes 
by different vendors and include lunch, all for $100 per attendee. The vendors could split the sponsorship for 
the lunch – a small expense compared to the exposure potential. Devin Righter will also send an Emma blast 
for presenters. 

 
Scholarships: Jarrod Finger 

1. Melanie Kenney handed out the “Benefits and Opportunities” sheet that she prepared, to be used in 
conjunction with scholarship applications and for general marketing of CSI.  

2. Jarrod is preparing to send out applications to specific emerging professionals as well as industry students that 
are in their last semester. His firm has some candidate contacts already and he expects to expand it further. 
Also, firms that have low membership in CSI are to be targeted. A strategy is needed to get the applications 
past receptionists and junk mail.  

3. Melanie’s and Jarrod’s time and effort was acknowledged, as well as the quality of the content. 
4.  Tim Yoko mentioned making the application and the “Benefits and Opportunities” sheet into a more compact 

“flyer” format that would be more convenient as a hand-out. It could also be included in Specifacts, and a link 
added for it on the website. It would be utilized to hand-out whenever and wherever we can. 

5. The current budget is $1,000 for 4 or 5 scholarships. 
6. Tim Yoko mentioned that the “Hump Day” information on the “Benefits and Opportunities” sheet needs to be 

updated to reflect the new “Thirsty Thursday” information. 
 
2014 Construction Product Show, Tuesday October 21st.: Melanie Kenney 

1. Melanie handed out Sponsorship Opportunities and Exhibitor Information. 
2. The show time has been extended to 5:30pm, at no extra cost. 
3. New this year will be a design competition for emerging professionals, to encourage attendance of younger 

generations to the show and attract them to CSI membership. This will occur during the 4:30 – 5:30 time slot 
and will be judged by the members from the various organizations. It is proposed that vendors purchase food 
trays from CSI during this time to attract attendees to visit their booths. 

4. There will not be a theme, but the word “Construction” will be added to the name of the show. 
5. Fund-raising goal is $12,000. We will need a minimum of $2,500 in sponsorships to make this work, and a 

minimum of 48 booths (a total of 57 are available). 
6. Four seminars are proposed. They need to be appealing to attendees. High-profile national-level seminars will 

help this effort, vs. just local rep presentations that could be accessed anytime. Brian Light with the Brick 
Institute of America was mentioned, as well as Sherwin Williams and BASF (air barriers). 

7. Rick Jones mentioned that we need to make sure the seminar attendees participate in the show, to support our 
vendors. He also mentioned adding high-top tables down the aisles, assuming there is room, which vendors 
can purchase for $100 and use for their advertising materials. This may be good for General Contractors also, 
even if they do not attend. 

8. It was suggested that the timing of the seminars stay clear of the lunch “hour”. 
 
Planning: Tom Parshall 

1. Tom handed out the current calendar. 
 
Other Items 

1. The monthly “Hump Day” event held on Wednesdays is changing to Thursdays and will be called “Thirsty 
Thursday”. It will be the first Thursday of each month, beginning February 6th, and it is CSI’s turn to acquire 
sponsor(s) for the food. Devin Righter will solicit for sponsors. Rick Jones emphasized that we make sure that 
signage advertising the sponsors and the three organizations be very apparent at the event – this was lacking 
at the last event. 

2. Steve Honey met with the IIDA ladies last week regarding the golf tournament. The date will be Monday May 
12th, at Old Hickory Country Club. Steve reported that the IIDA ladies have a lot of crazy ideas that will create 
fund-raising opportunities. They believe they will have no problem selling a $5,000 event sponsor. There will be 
a box lunch and a dinner after the golf. For those that can’t make the tournament during the day, we can 
encourage them to attend the dinner. He anticipates that if we have a similar turnout as the Construct 2013 
tournament, we should raise 3 times the amount. The goal is for 128 players. If CSI can produce 10 teams, we 
will be in great shape. AGC is having their tournament the week before. Steve will be meeting again with IIDA 
next Thursday. 

 
Meeting adjourned. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Dan Cress 
copy: All Attendees, Officers, Directors & Committee Chairs 


