
 
The Construction Specifications Institute – Nashville Chapter 
 
Board of Directors Meeting  
 
Meeting Date: July 10, 2014 
                               
Present:  Rick Jones, Jim Christain, Jack Potter, Mark Buck, Jarrod Finger, Steve Honey, Jerry Curtis, Melanie 

Kenney, Derek Hickman, Loretta Baltz, Tiffany Goulet, Beth Hargis, Lynn Jolley, Carl Manka, Dan 
Cress. 

 
Call To Order  

Rick Jones called the meeting to order. 
 
Initial Discussion  

1. Arya Kabiri has agreed to help Devin with social media. 
2. We need to continue to focus on recruiting new members. Advertise the 50-50 program, at product show and 

other events. 
3. Someone is needed to help Devin and captain outreach to new members and leaving members. Rick 

mentioned he may be able to do this, but assistance would be helpful, possibly by the person that sponsored 
the new member. 

4. We need to develop new member orientation process. Possibly have a cocktail/social hour for new members. 
This would be with Rick, the member sponsor and any other members that wish to attend. This should happen 
soon after they join, or at certain regular intervals. Some members want to get involved, but they are not sure 
how to do this. We could identify new members on their name tag at the chapter meetings. We could also 
announce new members at the chapter meetings. 

5. Idea of permanent name tags was discussed, and the cost and trouble to keep up with them. It was questioned 
if they would be for all members, just the “regulars” or just board members. We should get Devin’s thoughts on 
this. It was questioned if Devin pays for the expense of printing name tags. If so, his expenses should be 
reimbursed. 

6. We currently have 144 members. 
 
Committee Reports 
 
Awards: Jim Christain for Troy Williams  

1. We have received awards for publication and outstanding commendation. 
 
Education: Michael Gober  

1. No report. 
 

Certification: Carl Manka 
1. Only a small percent of members have CDT certification (less than half). 
2. CDT students come from a wide range of disciplines. 
3. Class size dwindles down as the class progresses. 
4. Many CDT’s in the community are not CSI members. 
5. It was questioned if we should give scholarships to CDT grads. 
6. We should have a member come to some of the CDT classes and talk about CSI membership. 

 
Membership: Devin Righter 

1. No report. 
 

Academics: Kevin Russell 
1. No report. 

 
Electronic Communications: Tiffany Goulet 

1. Tiffany will update the website with new board members. 
 

Newsletter: Beth Hargis 
1. Rick agreed to get presidents letter and new board member list to Beth for Specifacts.  
2. Beth will add note to go to website for scholarship and CSI membership benefits info. 
3. There are only two adds currently. A form is needed for the adds, which may be on the website. 
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4. It was questioned if we should put adds on My Emma announcements. It was also questioned if we oculs put 
scrolling adds on the website (if we get that many) instead of filling up Specifacts with adds. Tiffany agreed to 
check what AIA is doing – to get ideas. 
 

Technical: Jerry Curtis 
1. Specheads attendance has been overcrowding the available space. The space can hold around 36 people. 

Optional venues were discussed. 
2. It was questioned if non-members should be charged for Spechead meetings. It was voted and approved to 

charge $10.00. Jack Potter made a motion and Mark Buck second. Charges will start in August. Devin now has 
a “square” to swipe credit cards at lunch meetings, etc. 
 

Programs: Rick Jones 
1. The August meeting is confirmed - 3D laser scanning, Schoel Engineers from Birmingham. 
2. Programs after August are needed. Various ideas were discussed: Franklin park, The Gultch, Brentwood 

development, Zoo expansion (Tiffany agreed to contact them), composting toilets, new energy code, Nashville 
Civic Design Center (Beth agreed to contact them), adoption of 2012 IBC by State Health Department. Lynn 
agreed to look at old specifacts to see if there is anything worth re-visiting. 

3. Possible building tours were discussed: Nissan (Rick agreed to contact them), Oak Ridge (Jim agreed to 
contact them), Jack Daniels vs. George Dickel distillery. 

 
Planning: Tom Parshall 

1. Rick will get calendar adjustments to Tom. 
 
Scholarships: Jarrod Finger 

1. Only one person has responded to membership scholarship. We budgeted for six. 
2. There are two entries for the product show competition. Jarrod is still trying to recruit more. 

 
Education Seminar: Mark Buck  

1. The four seminar presenters have committed. Seminar will be December 3rd. 
 

Product Show: Melanie Kenney / Vicki Long 
1. 25 booths have been reserved of 54 available. Ten have paid. We budgeted for 48.  
2. Seminar times will be 9:00am, 9:45am, 10:30am and 11:45am. Lunch starts at 11:30am. 
3. Melanie is reaching out to General Contractors for table top sponsorships. We need someone to do the 

signage for the table tops. Rick will check with ACE. 
 
Other Items 

1. Discussed the need to review and better define membership positions of Retired, Semi-Retired, Emeritus, 
Honorary and Lifetime. It was voted and approved to honor Jerry Preston with a paid Honorary Membership 
(Jerry would just pay for meals). 

2. The annual Christmas party was discussed. AGC and ABC is interested in doing it with us. Rick suggested CSI 
take the lead on this. We should check with IIDA also. Melanie and Tiffany, the “party angels”, agreed to 
champion this. Rick will send AGC and ABC contacts to them. Discussed topics of venue, food, drink, 
entertainment, lunch vs. evening. 

3. Jack Potter will send travel protocol to Rick. 
 

 
 
Meeting adjourned. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Dan Cress 
 
 
copy: All Attendees, Officers, Directors & Committee Chairs 


