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President’s Message
By Lynn Jolley

H  ello Fellow CSI Nashvillians.

I have really enjoyed being president of 
CSI Nashville this past year.  It is a great 
organization with a lot of great members and 
I think we have had a great year.

Thanks to all the officers, board members, 
committee chairs and members in general 
for all you have done for the chapter and for 
representing the chapter so well at Construct 
and our regional meeting. 

A special thanks to each of you that reached out in such a loving and caring way 
during my mother’s illness and passing.  My mom did the desktop publishing for CSI 
Nashville’s newsletter and also sent out chapter meeting notifications for a few years.  
She really loved doing that work and enjoyed getting to know several of you in the 
process. I am very grateful that some of you got to know her and she got to know 
you.

I’m excited about the year ahead. Your new president, Dan Cress strikes me as very 
organized and thoughtful and he is sure to bring some fresh new ideas to the chapter.  
He has already implemented one in the form of business cards for the Chapter.  You’ll 
hear more about that soon.  You will also hear from him in the next newsletter.

I am committed to help pitch in to ensure that CSI Nashville has another great year.  
I’m hoping you will do the same.

Sincerely,

Y. Lynn Jolley 
CSI, CCS, CCCA, SCIP, AIA



April chApter meeting
the April 2017 chapter meeting 
was a presentation by gary 
gatson on the nashville civic 
Design center. 

Submitted by Lynn Jolley CSI, CCS, CCCA, AIA, SCIP, 
NOMA

The following are points made by the 
speaker during his presentation.

1. The Nashville Civic Design Center 
(NCDC) came to be in the mid-1990s 
when activists, designers, planners, and 
citizens wanted to see a design better than 
what was being proposed for the area now called SoBro. From there a series of design charrettes, 
years of monthly forums, community interest and involvement in design projects for the city, and 
the support of Mayor Bill Purcell the NCDC was formed in June of 2001.

2. The mission of NCDC (a nonprofit organization) is to look after the future of Nashville from a 
design and community perspective.

3. The Nashville Civic Design Center maintains a strong partnership with the University of Ten-
nessee Knoxville College of Architecture and Design. Through this partnership, NCDC coordinates 
various studies throughout the year that allows architecture students to study potential “real world” 
projects in Nashville.

4. The NCDC played a significant role in the “The Plan of Nashville” a 2 1/2 year project to 
develop a community-based vision and design principles for metropolitan Nashville’s urban core. 
Since 1950, more than 100 individual plans have been proposed for various parts of Nashville. The 
Plan of Nashville is the first effort to consider the central city in its entirety, develop a community-
based vision, and identify design principles. A related book “The Plan of Nashville”, written and ed-
ited by Christine Kreyling, is available through Amazon.

5. During the visioning process of “The Plan of Nashville”, consensus emerged regarding Ten 
Principles to guide public policy, development practice, urban planning, and design. Those pricipials 
are:
 1. Respect Nashville’s natural and built environment.
 2. Treat the Cumberland River as central to Nashville’s identity -- an asset to be treas- 
  ured and enjoyed.
 3. Reestablish the streets as the principal public space of community and connectivity.
 4. Develop a convenient and efficient transportation infrastructure.
 5. Provide for a comprehensive, interconnected greenway and park 
  system.



6. The NCDC wrote a book entitled “Shaping the Healthy Community”. The Nashville Plan 
authored by Gary Gatson and Christine Krelieg.  This book presents real world facts, policy 
recommendations, and design strategies to enable health and planning professionals, developers and 
designers, educators and community organizations to build places in which health practices can be 
part of daily life.  

7. Reclaiming Public Spaces, an initiative of the NCDC is aimed at improving the built 
environment for use by all people. This program includes physical improvements to public spaces, 
publishing materials such as case studies and best practices documents, educating local communities 
on creating and sustaining great public spaces. The NCDC hopes to elevate the conversation 
currently taking place in Nashville around public spaces, and to create real change within these 
spaces for the benefit of all Nashvillians. 

8. In 2012, the NCDC hosted the international Designing Action competition which focused on 
re-imagining the downtown riverfront. Supported by a National Endowment for the Arts grant,133 
designers, artists and students from around the world submitted proposals for a recreation-focused, 
eastern bank of the Cumberland River, The ambitious and imaginative designs, helped Nashvillians 
visualize possibilities of this riverfront as a public asset. The competition has been instrumental in 
spurring the cities imagination from which projects like the Ascend Amphitheater were conceived 
and constructed and in which the Nashville Boathouse has been conceived and will be constructed. 

9. NCDC is a sponsor of PARK(ing) Day. This year PARK(ing) Day will be Saturday, September 
15. This is an annual, open-source global event where citizens, artists and activists collaborate to 
temporarily transform metered parking spaces into “PARK(ing)” spaces: temporary public places.  The 
first “PARK(ing)”project began in 2005 in San Francisco and hasevolved into a global movement. 

10. To learn more about the Nashville Civic Design Center visit https://www.civicdesigncenter.org/

April chApter meeting - cont.
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mAy chApter meeting
the may 2017 chapter meeting was a presentation by laura 
Schloesser executive Director of Fairgrounds nashville 
and Jonathon Schneider, project manager, commonwealth 
Development group.

Submitted by Lynn Jolley CSI, AIA, CCS, CCCA, SCIP

The following are points made during this panel discussion.

1. Laura and Jonathon have been in Nashville since August 2017 and have been immersed in 
 earning about the Nashville Fairgrounds it history and possibilities.

2. The Fairgrounds Nashville’s history dates back to 1891 and was originally named Cumberland
 Park.

3. The 117-acre property is located less than two miles from Nashville’s city-center. 

4. The Fairgrounds hosts a nationally recognized monthly Flea Market, stock car racing season,
 the Tennessee State Fair, and numerous other family-friendly special events throughout the
 year. 

5. The Fairgrounds has not seen significant infrastructure improvements since the mid-1960’s,
 when a fire spread through several buildings leading to replacement. 

6. In spring 2016, Metro authorized a study of the property to determine need for infrastructure
 upgrades and improvements while evaluating current and potential future uses. 

7. CSI Nashville member, Fawn Fenton (who is employed with Adkisson & Associates,
 Architects) was part of the team that evaluated existing buildings and structures on the
 fairground site.  Adkisson also did some masterplanning and (along with Hawkins Partner
 designed the new public park in greenway.  Adkisson was assisted by TSU engineering
 students in evaluating and photographing  bridges on the property crossing Browns creek. 

8. Metro appropriated $15 million for phase I including the addition of community recreational
 space and building and site improvements. $3 million for public recreation and green way
 development. $12 Million for buildings and site work. 

9. Three building have been demolished after sitting for 10 years and were reported to have
 housed the homeless.

10. Additional plans for the fairgrounds are currently on hold until after it is determined whether
 or not a Major League Soccer Stadium will be construction on fairgrounds property. 



AuguSt chApter meeting
the August 2017 chapter meeting was a presentation by craig owensby 
- Public Information Officer, Metro Nashville Planning Department on 
nashvillenext.
Submitted by Lynn Jolley CSI, CCS, CCCA

The following are points of interest from that presentation.

1. NashvilleNext is a long-range plan for Nashville’s future, intended to guide growth, development, and
 preservation in our city over the next 25 years.

2. On June 22, 2015, the Metro Planning Commission unanimously adopted NashvilleNext after three
 years of community engagement involving over 18,500 participants. Community members
 participated in over 400 community meetings and provide feedback through online surveys.

3. NashvilleNext is being implemented by Metro Planning and other Metro departments, by the private
 sector, and through the work of non-profits.

4. The NashvilleNext plan is regularly reviewed and updated. The 2017 update is currently in progress,
 and while there are no major revisions or changes of direction, in many cases the plan elements are 
 being streamlined and made more efficient and easier to understand.

5. The American Planning Association recognized NashvilleNext as its 2016 recipient of the Daniel
 Burnham Award for a Comprehensive Plan. This jury award is presented annually to community
 plans believed to enrich communities. Daniel Burnham was a renowned urban planner who had a
 leading role in the planning of the cities of Chicago and Washington DC

6. Nashville/Davidson County’s population is expected to grow by 186,000 by 2040, and the region’s by
 one million.

7. Based on the 2010 census the racial makeup for Davidson county was 59% White (Non-Hispanic),
 28% Black (non-Hispanic), 3% Other, 10% Hispanic (any race).  The racial makeup in 2040 is projected
 to be 32% White (Non-Hispanic), 27% Black (non-Hispanic), 7% Other, 34% Hispanic (any race).

8. Work is now underway in Nashville on several of the most pressing issues determined by
 NashvilleNext. Those issues include:
 a. Preserving our neighborhoods while building housing close to transit and jobs
 b. Protecting rural character and natural resources.
 c. Creating walkable centers with jobs, housing and services in suburban and urban areas,
 d. Expanding walking, biking and transit
 e. Making our city affordable for all Nashvillians.

9. Critical to the success of Nashville as a big city in a mass transit system that works well.
  Achieving this will take much planning, time and expense.  Subway systems are not an option
  because it would be too expensive. Currently the city is exploring dedicated lanes for buses
  and trains to outlying areas. 

10. For regular updates and new information about how NashvilleNext is being implemented, email
 info@nashvillenext.net or call 615-862-6398 (NEXT) to be added to the mailing list. This link http:/
 www.nashville.gov/Planning-Department/Notices-Publications/Planning-Digest.aspx allows access to
 archives of newsletters published by our speaker. 



Submitted by Michael Gober CSI, CCPR, Representative of 
Philadelphia-COMMERCIAL Flooring manufacturer of vinyl 
products.

History
Where sourced
Product type
Conclusion

For decades vinyl flooring was never “LUXURY” 
but a limited style and performance option for 
residential and commercial use. Constructed with a 
paper backing with a printed picture attached to the 
surface. Sometimes inferior in certain applications,  
recent advancements in construction technology 
of the product have reinvented its market desire. 

Variations of a computer designed paper, 
mimicking stone, marble and a wide variety of 
wood species with textural graining have become 
the fasted growing commercial and residential 
flooring solution.

Historically sourced out of Asia, as the popularity 
has grown several innovative companies have 
started domestic manufacturing to offset their 
warehousing expense. This will allow further 
enhancements in style, design, construction and 
most importantly performance with a made in the 
USA marketing story.

Having over five years of applying these types of 
products to the right application, I thought “breaking 
down” the construction from the floor up would be 
interesting.

BACKING LAYER* varies based on backing. Vinyl 
backing, high performance, resistance to moisture 
and pressure.

CORE - fill, stability layer for indentation resistance. 
Can be vinyl or blend of vinyl and fiberglass.

IMAGE LAYER : a photograph of the natural element 
created by high definition 3D imaging is applied 
directly to each tile or plank and can be embossed 
to the desired texture.

WEAR LAYER : transparent, extremely durable with 
high purity vinyl.

PERFORMANCE FINISH : is enhanced urethane 
additives marketed by the manufacturer. Can be 
aluminum oxide, quartz or other and provide 
enhanced resistance to scuffs and scratches with no 
need to wax.

Hope this was informative and provides insight to 
the basic design of a popular, durable, affordable 
flooring solution.

Stay tuned for the next resilient installment...

Breaking Down the Construction 
of Resilient Luxury Vinyl Products



SAVE	  the	  DATE	  
2017	  CONSTRUCTION	  PRODUCT	  SHOW	  

Tuesday,	  October 3rd	  	  9:00	  –	  3:00	  
NISSAN	  STADIUM….home	  of	  the	  Tennessee	  Titans	  

Sponsored	  by:	  

Registration is open
Visit our website for registration details www.csinashville.org 

 Accredited	  Complimentary	  Seminars	  
Seminar	  1:	  Tennessee State Architect Address

Presented	  by	  Ann McGauran, AIA, NCARB, MMHC-State Architect and Alan Robertson, 
AIA-Assistant State Architect

Seminar	  2:	  Lessons Learned in the Masonry Field 1.0 LU/HSW
Presented by Bob Campbell, AIA, DBIA, LEED, CSI International Masonry Institute (IMI) 

Director of Industry Development and Technical Services.
	  

	  Seminar	  3:	  1:00pm - 2:00pm Seminar #3 - Facade 101 - What's Behind the Curtain 1.0 
LU/HSW

Presented by Rex Buchanan, Hilti North America

Featured	  booths:	  Southland	  Brick	  and	  Block,	  Tnemec,	  LoJac,	  PPG,	  Panel	  Specialists,	  Southeast	  Associates,	  Alley
Cassetty	  Brick,	  	  Sherwin	  Williams,	  Marion	  Ware,	  McElroy	  Metals,	  Mid	  South	  Prestress,	  Huber	  Engineered	  Woods,	  
Brandon	  Company,	  Phelan	  &	  Associates,	  Key	  Resin,	  Philadelphia	  Commercial,	  MiTek	  Builders	  Products,	  Farrell	  
Calhoun,	  Custom	  Aluminum	  Systems,	  Hillyer	  Sales,	  Coastal	  Construction	  Products,	  	  MAPEI, Rockcast,	  SIKA,	  
SOPREMA	  Inc.,	  LP	  Coro,	  International	  Masonry	  Institute,	  Draper,	  Dimensional	  Metals,	  Inc.	  	  

Free	  Admission	  and	  Parking 	  	  	  	  Door	  Prizes	  	  	   	  	  	  Lunch	  Provided	  



It’s approaching ten years since I wrote “The 
Making of a Curmudgeon.*” In it, I reminisced 
about my decision to run for Institute Director 
and thinking, “Holy cow, when my term is 
done I’ll be almost sixty!” Well, sixty came and 
went, and I recently 
celebrated my 
twentieth anniversary 
at my office. 

Milestones like that 
tend to make one 
look back, to think 
about what has 
happened, to think 
about what might 
have been. During 
my thirty years as a 
specifier, I thought 
things would improve, 
that specifications 
would get better, that 
relations within the 
construction team 
would become more 
collaborative and 
trusting, that drawing 
details would gradually lose the pesky problems 
that lead to problems in construction, and that, 
eventually, the construction process would be a 
thing of wonder, with few difficulties. I thought 
that when it came time to retire, I could look 
back on continual progress and leave knowing 
that the world was a better place, due at least in 
some part to what I had done. 

Unfortunately, I see now that little progress has 
been made. I see the same bad details, the lack 

of understanding of material properties, and 
specifications that show no understanding or, 
or confidence in, the basic tenets of writing 
specifications. One of the reasons is that there 
is always in influx of new people, who need to 

learn the trade. However, I 
find that an unsatisfactory 
answer; even the most 
recent graduates should 
know more than they do. 

I often have blamed 
architecture schools for 
many of these problems, 
and I will continue to do 
so. I cannot understand 
why a professional school 
spends so little time 
teaching the things that 
require architects to be 
licensed, and puts so 
much emphasis on what 
amounts to art. But that’s 
another matter for another 
time. 

Perhaps the most 
disappointing thing to me is the nearly 
universal use of specifications that ignore CSI’s 
Manual of Practice (later the PRM and Practice 
Guides). If this were the result of specifiers 
writing their own specifications it would be 
less surprising, but it’s not. The problem arises 
from the widespread use of commercial master 
specifications that often miss the mark set by 
CSI. 

When I was drafted into the Army, my only 
experience shooting a rifle was at Boy Scout 

Where Do BAD 
Specifcations 
Come From?



summer camp, where we each shot ten or so rounds at a target. Even though I grew up in 
Minnesota, I wasn’t a hunter. That lack of experience meant I had no bad habits to break, so I 
learned how to shoot the right way (or at least the Army way). I was one of only four who qualified 
as expert marksman in my entire company. 

My experience with specifications was similar. Before taking my first job as a specifier, my 
experience was limited to copying specifications onto a drawing. Again, I had no bad habits to 
break, and I devoured CSI’s MOP, learning how to write specifications the right way! 

The office I worked in had office masters, which were, I believe, based on SpecText because of their 
brevity. As I gained experience, I began to question them, and I started rewriting them to follow the 
principles found in the MOP. 

Later, I began writing articles for newsletters. The topics covered a wide range of subjects, but 
several times I wrote about how specifications could be improved simply by following the 
MOP. Not only did I write about it, but I made many presentations that highlighted the ways 
specifications could be improved by removing unneeded text. I thought I was doing some good, 
but I had no more success than Ben John Small, who had written about streamlined specifications 
in 1949. 

In future articles, we’ll look in detail at where specifications are needlessly complex and bloated. 
Some will argue, “If the reader understands them, does it matter?” Following that logic, it should be 
ok to include an encyclopedia in the project manual. It might have useful information that might 
be necessary, but it discourages readers from reading everything. 

Do you have examples of unnecessary text in specifications? If so, please add your comment be-
low.

© 2017, Sheldon Wolfe, RA, FCSI, CCS, CCCA, CSC
Agree? Disagree? Leave your comments at 
http://swconstructivethoughts.blogspot.com/2017/08/where-do-bad-specifications-come-from.
html 
*The Making of a Curmudgeon. http://swconstructivethoughts.blogspot.com/2009/11/test.html

advertise  your business here

Contact Mike Martin For Details
specifacts@southeastassociates.com

Advertising in Specifacts is an inexpensive way to get your business 
message out to the CSI members.

It also helps support the efforts of our local Nashville CSI chapter. 

Where Do BAD Specifcations 
Come From?....continued



Submitted by Mike Martin on behalf 
of Versico Roofing SystemsRaise The Roof

With the publication of the 2015 International Energy Conservation Code (IECC), there have been 
some small changes to the air barrier requirement for commercial construction projects. With each 
new edition of the code, items are modified or re-worded for clarity. In the 2015 IECC, the air barrier 
section has again been modified and moved to Section C402.5. 

•	 The	exception	has	been	changed	from	ASHRAE	zones	4–8	to	ALL	United	States	climate	zones	
except	for	zone	2B,	which	is	made	up	of	small	parts	of	California	and	Texas	and	a	significant	por-
tion	of	Arizona.

•	 Clarifications	have	been	made	regarding	what	is	to	be	considered	an	air	barrier	penetration	and	
how	to	address	it.

•	 The	option	for	compliance	using	a	whole-building	air	leakage	test	has	been	removed.

The significance of these changes will vary based on geographical area. There are two compliance 
paths, one for materials and one for assemblies.
  
The two options listed below qualify as acceptable systems; however, in mechanically attached sys-
tems, it is strongly recommended, due to concerns over air intrusion, to use an additional air barrier 
in conjunction with the roofing membrane. 

2015 International Energy Conservation Code (IECC)
Air Barrier Requirements



In November 2016, ASHRAE and the NRCA argued for the removal of the words “fully adhered” preceding 
“single-ply membranes” from the 2018 IECC code. In the final voting results, published in December 2016, it 
was deemed to leave the comply list as-is and to maintain the wording 
“fully adhered single-ply membranes.” 

The reasoning for not including mechanically attached roof membranes as a compliant option was centered 
around energy savings, considering air intrusion and positive building pressure. Air intrusion into the roof as-
sembly by conditioned air from below can be drawn into a mechanically attached assembly by the ‘fluttering’ 
or ‘pumping’ of the roofing systems. This conditioned air underneath the membrane can be warmed (in the 
summer) or cooled (in the winter), and can result in moisture being deposited into the roof system if moisture-
laden air reaches the dew point at the surface of the membrane. In this case, installing an additional air barrier 
at deck level will prevent conditioned air (whether warm or cool) from moving into the roof assembly. 

Material Option – Combats air leakage. This option is a list of building materials, including several roofing 
systems and many exterior building products, which are deemed to qualify as air barriers. While fully adhered 
single-ply membranes are on this list, mechanically attached single-ply membranes are not. The option contin-
ues to list an ASTM E2178 test with which the material must comply; all of Versico’s membranes have passed 
this test, whether they are adhered or mechanically attached. 

Assembly Option – Combats air intrusion. This option outlines a minimum air leakage of 0.04 cfm/ft2 at a 
pressure differential of 0.3 inches of water gauge when tested in accordance with ASTM E2357, ASTM E1677, 
or ASTM E283. (Note: None of these ASTM numbers relate to roofing products.) 

The 2015 IECC is still in the process of being adopted by various state and local municipalities; widespread 
adoption will likely take another year. It is a good idea to call your local code official to verify if this air barrier 
requirement has been adopted in your area, particularly if you are unsure whether your jurisdiction has adopt-
ed ASHRAE 90.1 or IECC requirements. Keep in mind that ASHRAE 90.1-2010 was the first energy code that 
required an air barrier in commercial construction and is a popular alternative to the IECC.

How do you keep up with what’s going on in CSI NASHVILLE...
FOLLOW us on twitter @CSI_Nashville

LIKE us on facebook CSI Nashville
CONNECT with us on LinkedIn CSI Nashville

and don’t forget to check out our website www.csinashville.org

CSI NASHVILLE CHAPTER CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Visit our webpage at

http://www.csinashville.org/events.php

This calendar is a live Google calendar so anyone using an Android smartphone or iOS 
(Apple) can link to it quickly and get chapter events on their calendars and agendas.

STAY IN THE KNOW

www.csinashville.org


Monthly Meeting Photos
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