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As we welcome in 2015,
let’s take a look back at 
2014.



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
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Hello to all Nashville 
Chapter CSI members:

Since last we talked, a lot has hap-
pened. We closed out summer, fall 
is gone, and winter is staring us in 
the face. We’ve also had a couple 
of great meetings and wonderful 
presentations, the Institute’s Con-
vention, ‘CONSTRUCT 2014’ 
was held in Baltimore, and then to 
cap it all off, our very successful 
2014 Construction Products Show 
at LP Field and our joint Holiday 
Bash at Marathon Music Works 
with AGC, CFMA, and ABC.

As for our Chapter meetings, if 
you weren’t there, you missed 
some good ones, especially the one put on by SCHOEL Consulting Engineers, out of Birmingham, Alabama, that 
showed us all about 3D Laser Scanning & Building Modeling.  

In September, four from our Chapter attended CONSTRUCT 2014 in Baltimore. Jerry Curtis, Kevin Corkern, 
Louis Medcalf, and I tried to represent you as best we could.  We did manage to come home with two national 
awards. Continuing our multi-year success, we were presented with another ‘Outstanding Chapter Commenda-
tion’  for this year, plus our Chapter received a ‘Communications Award ‘ for our web site, which I was happy to 
receive in honor of the work by Tiffany Goulet!  Look for pictures elsewhere in this edition.  I also have to tell 
you, that numerous times during the event, when someone would notice my name tag from Nashville; they would 
tell me how much fun they had here last year and what a fun night out we provided at the Country Music Hall of 
Fame! The Baltimore Chapter had two fun nights out, but neither matched ours!

The other event I want to report on is our annual ‘Construction Products Show’, which was held again this year at 
LP Field.  As you remember we had to skip last year because of the Institute Convention and exhibit held in Nash-
ville, but we came back in a big way and it looks like it was a great success!  I know there were plenty of you that 
attended, and surprisingly some did not. The seminars we had were very informative and the room was packed for 
all four of them.  LP Field did a wonderful job as our host, the food was great, and once again our vendors came 
thru for us with their support and participation.  Thanks to our show sponsor Lellyett & Rogers Co., our two semi-
nar sponsors, Boral Building Products/BASF, and Bell & Associates Construction, and to PPG who sponsored the 
Decathlon Project.  I also have to give a big CSI shout out to our lunch table sponsors; BXTN, Carden Company, 
Carter Group LLC,  Crain Construction,  Daltile, Doc Air,  Draper, DWC Construction, Ferguson Enterprises, 
Frank E. Neal & Co. Inc, Hardaway Construction, I.C. Thomasson  Associates, Masonite Architectural,  McGraw 
Hill Construction- Dodge, R.C. Mathews Contractor, Specs & Details, T.W. Frierson Contractor, Inc., & WiSEn-
gineers.   I also want to thank our chapter members that stepped up to make this event a success with the biggest 
shoes fi lled by Melanie Kenny & Tiffany Goulet our show chairpersons and Vickie Dyer, their CoChair !!  The 
others in no particular order except my memory were;  Randy Huffman, Loretta Baltz, Shirley Randolph, Lynn 
Jolly, Jarrod Finger, Michael Gober, Tim Yoko, Troy Williams, Mark Buck, Dan Cress, Devin Righter, Derek 
Hickman, and Cheryl Crosby. Our THANKS to all of you !!

Happy New Year Everyone!!!            Until next time...Rick Jones



NEW MEMBERS!!!

MARK RICHARDSON
SIMPSON STRONG-TIE

3 YEARS

ARYA KABIRI
THOMAS, MILLER & PARTNERS

2 YEARS

BRANDON EDINGER
LEWIS & SON CONSTRUCTION L.L.C.

1 YEAR

STEPHEN MARTIN
PANEL SPECIALISTS, INC.

1 YEAR

WILLIAM CHERRY
DUCT DETECTIVES

1 YEAR

JAMES EDWARDS 
EDWARDS + HOTCHKISS ARCHITECTS PC

1 YEAR

CAPRICE EAST 
SPRINTZ FURNITURE 

1 YEAR
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AUGUST
ANNIVERSARIES!!!

CARL MANKA
TENNESSEE BOARD OF REGENTS

41 YEARS

KENNETH BEAM JR.
BUILDING TRUST, INC.

32 YEARS

FRANKLIN VARBLE
VARBLE ARCHITECTURE  GROUP, LLC

13 YEARS

JERRY CURTIS
JERRY CURTIS - A-R-C-H-I-T-E-C-T

11 YEARS

STEPHEN ST. AMOUR
ISENHOUR DOOR PRODUCTS, INC.

9 YEARS

JULY ANNIVERSARIES!!!
CHARLES CREW

BACAR CONSTRUCTORS, INC.
27 YEARS

OLLIE DEMONBREUN
LELLYETT & ROGERS COMPANY

6 YEARS

ROB COLLINS
ASSA ABLOY: DOOR SECURITY SOLUTIONS

3 YEARS

MACKIE SHANKS
M. SHANKS ARCHITECTS

3 YEARS

MARY VONGSAGA
AMSURG CORP

CARLEY CHASTAIN
STUDENT

JERE STREET
MAPEI CORPORATION

MIKE HUFF
GAF
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SEPTEMBER
ANNIVERSARIES!!!

OCTOBER
ANNIVERSARIES!!!

BARRY HITT
GOULD TURNER GROUP

36 YEARS

JOHN ARNDT JR.
DWC CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, INC.

33 YEARS

MELANIE KENNEY
SOUTHLAND BRICK AND BLOCK

23 YEARS

SHIRLEY RANDOLPH
LELLYETT AND ROGERS COMPANY

16 YEARS

LINDA MARK
JOHNSON JOHNSON CRABTREE ARCHITECTS

16 YEARS

MIKE LEONARD
GREEN STUDIO

15 YEARS

DAVID BOCKIAN
T.W. FRIERSON CONTRACTOR

11 YEARS

REGINA THOMPSON
LIFEWAY CHURCH ARCHITECTURE

8 YEARS

DEVIN RIGHTER
BUILDERS EXCHANGE OF TENNESSEE

6 YEARS

PAUL HOTOVEC
CERTAINTEED CEILINGS

6 YEARS

RONALD HARRISON
BWSC

6 YEARS

MICHAEL MUNSON
ASSA ABLOY

3 YEARS

LINDSAY HUNTER
G. BOWIE & ASSOCIATES

1 YEAR

HARRY HARRIS JR.
H. MICHAEL HINDMAN ARCHITECTS, P.C.

1 YEAR

HOUSTON HERBERT
RD HERBERT & SONS

1 YEAR

LOUIS MEDCALF
GRESHAM, SMITH, & PARTNERS

32 YEARS

DWIGHT LECLAIR
SHERWIN WILLIAMS PAINT COMPANY

16 YEARS

RONN PERKINS
INGERSOLL-RAND

11 YEARS

THOMAS WOOLDRIDGE
SHERWIN WILLIAMS PAINT COMPANY

5 YEARS

CHARLES HEARINGTON
MR. CHARLES MICHAEL HEARINGTON

4 YEARS
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NOVEMBER
ANNIVERSARIES!!!

REX GARTON JR.
HART FREELAND ROBERTS, INC.

28 YEARS

GARY TAYLOR
EARL SWENSSON ASSOCIATES

25 YEARS

KEVIN RUSSELL
MCELROY METAL, INC.

22 YEARS

FAWN FENTON
ADKISSON HARRISON ARCHITECTS

10 YEARS

HELGA BOLYARD
GRESHAM, SMITH & PARTNERS

3 YEARS

THOMAS WEAVER
LARIMER SHANNON GROUP, INC.

3 YEARS

ALAN DOOLEY
DOOLEY ASSOCIATES

1 YEAR

MIKE MARTIN
SOUTH EAST ASSOCIATES

1 YEAR

TIM PEDIGO
ALLEY-CASSETTY BRICK

32 YEARS

CHERYL CROSBY
AMSURG
28 YEARS

LAWRENCE HART
THOMAS, MILLER & PARTNERS LLC

28 YEARS

KENT KILE
PPG INDUSTRIES

25 YEARS

THOMAS TARPY
STANLEY D. LINDSEY AND ASSOCIATES, LTD

21 YEARS

RAYMOND CAHOON
BRANDON COMPANY

12 YEARS

DANIEL CRESS
THOMAS, MILLER & PARTNERS LLC

10 YEARS

TAV COOKE
ARCHITECTURAL WINDOW SOLUTIONS

5 YEARS

JACKSON DALE
DALE INCORPORATED

3 YEARS

NOEL BENDURE
BENDURE ARCHITECTURE, LLC

1 YEAR

DECEMBER
ANNIVERSARIES!!!
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Things You Should Know About 3D Laser Scanning and Modeling
August 2014 Chapter Meeting Recap Submitted by Y. Lynn Jolley AIA CCS CCCA SCIP 

3D laser scanning technology digitally captures the dimensions and spatial relationship of objects using 
a line of laser light. The scanner outputs a point cloud image, which accurately replicates the scanned 
objects. Objects can be scanned from up to several hundred yards away, and data points can be col-
lected to the accuracy of less than 1/16” at speeds from several thousand to several hundred thousand 
points per second.

The  following are benefi ts of using 3D laser scanning in building design and construction:
•They provide the most detailed as-builts available.  3D scans can gain a million points a second.  
Two points taken and recorded using a measuring tape, pencil and pad typically takes a minute 
or more.

•Their use has been proven to reduce rework and change orders. 

•Their use reduces site visits by providing a virtual site view from user’s desktops. 

•Their use allows better management of scope changes.  

•It is extremely fast when compared to conventional means of measuring.

•It has been proven to be very cost effective, (particularly when the reduced amount of rework, 
change orders, and site visits are taken into consideration.)The speaker provided an example of 
a children’s hospital project that his company provided 3D scanning for.  Because the project has 
some curved and intricate detailing a contingent amount for rework was 25%.  Because 3D scan-
ning technology was used, the actual rework was 2% making the contingency savings $39,000. 
The fee for the scanning service was $4500, making the total savings to the project $34,500.

•It allows reduced exposure of personnel to diffi cult or unsafe conditions and in situations involving 
historic preservation, reduces the amount of disturbance to the building or structure itself.  

•It can be an integral part of the BIM coordination process on both remodel and new construction 
projects.

The presentation on 3D scanning was given by Darrell Hughes, P.E. of Schoel Engineering Company, 
Inc., a company that offers 3D scanning services and a several other engineering services.

Schoel Engineering Company, Inc. Services

•  Site Development and Feasibility Studies
•  Civil Engineering
•  Land Surveying and Mapping
•  Hydrology and Water Resources
•  Sanitary and Wastewater Design
•  Environmental Consulting and Engineering
•  3D Laser Scanning
•  Deformation Monitoring

Contact 

Darrell Hughes, P.E.
Director of Laser Scanning & 3D Modeling
Schoel Engineering Company, Inc.
205.313.1144 (direct)
205.966.8662 (cell)
1001 22nd Street South
Birmingham, Alabama 35205
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August 2014 Chapter Meeting
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‘CSI NIGHT OUT’  hosted by the local Baltimore Chapter
L to R: Kevin Corkern, Cindy Stewart, Rick Jones, & Jerry Curtis

...missing from the group photo is Louis Medcalf
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Building Science Building Sense
September 2014 Chapter Meeting Recap 
Submitted by Y. Lynn Jolley AIA CCS CCCA SCIP 

CSI Nashville’s Chapter meeting presentation was given by Barry Westbook of DOCAIR. DOCAIR founded in 
2002, is a company that diagnoses, evaluates, and fi xes issues such as mold, leaky building envelopes, elevated 
radon levels, poor storm water management, improper ventilation design, and many other issues using a compre-
hensive, holistic approach. 

Barry presented the following ideas:

•According to the Department of Energy, HVAC duct leakage is the biggest problem for energy management. 
The best way to seal ducts is from the inside using a relatively new method called aerosealing.   This method 
is superior to others because the aeroseal particles slide right over duct walls, fi nds all the holes, no matter how 
small, and clot in the holes.  Ductwork, sealed in this manner pays, for itself within a few years and signifi cantly 
improves the environmental quality after application.
 
•3rd party certifi cation (including things like Blower Door Tests) is prudent and necessary; otherwise it is close 
to impossible to know initially if the HVAC installation has been done properly. The saying “You get what you 
measure is so true”.

•The idea that mold grows in crawl spaces due to poor ventilation is a myth. Water, which is a key component 
of mold growth, actually travels in crawl spaces through air. More ventilation means more air movement.  When 
warm air moves toward cooler air (for example a hot summer day’s air moving to a dark cool crawl space) water 
is created in the form of sweating walls, a precursor to moldy walls.

•Pull down attic doors are a very bad idea.  This oftentimes is equivalent 
to having a window or door in the wall with little to no weather stripping. 
Unconditioned air fl ows freely from the attic to conditioned spaces in 
the home and in the worst case scenarios is pulled straight into return air 
registers frequently located beneath attic doors.  

•Heavy air fi lters hinder more than help air quality.  When air fl owing 
through return air registers is degreased because of dense fi lters, more 
bad unconditioned, crawl space air is pulled through leaky ducts into 
conditioned “air” locations.

•The fact that the conditioned space in a home is not comfortable does 
not necessarily mean there is a need for a bigger, better HVAC system.  
Unfortunately many HVAC systems have been unnecessarily replaced as 
a result of sales driven motives instead of science driven application. A 

DOCAIR, Services Include

•  Building Performance Test
•  Aeroseal – Duct Sealing
•  Air Barrier Testing 
•  Mold Remediation
•  Radon Mitigation
•  Storm Water Management
•  Crawl Space Encapsulation

DOCAIR Contact Information

Barry Westbrook
4014 Flagstone Ct.
Franklin, TN 37212
 (615) 373-2498
bwestbrook@docair.com

way to avoid wasting money on HVAC systems is to have a third party test, evaluate and make recommendations 
on ways to improve conditioned spaces within homes.

•For new homes, basements or slabs on grade are better alternatives to crawl spaces for avoiding mold related 
problems. The omission of crawl spaces requires a new way of thinking in home owners. For home owners in-
sisting on having crawl spaces or for existing crawl spaces, encapsulation is a good solution for preventing mold 
growth.
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September 2014 Chapter Meeting
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MORE SPECIFICATIONS HISTORY

In the last post, "Where have I heard that be-
fore?" (http://bit.ly/1maQmDs) I used several 
excerpts from a 1920 edition of the American 
Architect magazine. The comments showed 
a general concern about the importance of 
specifi cations, and about the absence of 
specifi cations in architectural education, 
stating "the preparation of specifi cations re-
ceives less study and attention in proportion 
to its importance than any other phase of ar-
chitectural or engineering practice." 

While investigating the history of specifi cations, I was surprised to fi nd references like this, as I had 
learned next to nothing about specifi cations in school (I think the word was spoken the fi rst day of Pro-
fessional Practice class, never to be mentioned again). It wasn't until I became a specifi er that I under-
stood what specifi cations are, thanks to my local CSI chapter. However, as good as the education and 
certifi cation classes were, my understanding was that CSI pretty much invented specifi cations.

Until the advent of CSI in 1948, it was AIA, the Illinois Society of Architects and similar organizations, the 
American Architect magazine, the American Specifi cation Institute, and similar sources that discussed 
the preparation and use of specifi cations. In this post, we'll look at the ninth edition of The American 
Architect Specifi cation Manual, published in 1927, and the Specifi cation Record of the American Speci-
fi cation Institute, Volume 4, published in 1931, with a few quotes from each.

The American Architect Specifi cation Manual

Most of the book's 353 pages are used for a collection of specifi cations. Primarily produced by manu-
facturers, they are more like a Sweets catalogue than guide specifi cations as we know them today - this 
despite the claim that "material that rightly belongs in a catalogue or that could be construed as adver-
tising, has been excluded from the Manual."

"In an endeavor to assist the person unaccustomed to writing specifi cations in a methodical 
manner and in the hope that those more hardened to the exigencies of the work might fi nd some 
additional profi t in the Manual, the following articles, which have been published in previous 
editions are again presented: THE SPECIFICATION WRITER; THE CONSTRUCTION OF A 
SPECIFICATION; and RULES FOR CHECKING DRAWINGS." 

"The specifi cation writer must be known, in his offi ce, as a compendium of information relating 
to all productive, executive, and constructive processes of the organization."

"It is unfortunate that in architectural curricula so little attention is devoted to the earnest consid-
eration of specifi cations as one of the essential fundamentals of correct construction."

"After several years spent in the drafting room the specifi cation writer will fi nd that supervision 
of construction work will open his eyes to many things he did not understand clearly or was not 
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familiar with when working on drawings. A good training can be gained in two or three years of 
construction supervision, after which the specifi cation writer should return to the offi ce organiza-
tion and enter the executive work of the offi ce." 

"Bear in mind always that if the specifi cation is written so that the activities described therein are 
in sequence as they occur in the actual construction work, the dearness of the specifi cation will 
not fail to be evident, for then the building will actually grow in the mind of the reader and the 
contractor will do his work in a satisfactory manner."

"In the writing of specifi cations, the language used should be clear, accurate and exact."

"Don't confuse damp-proofi ng with waterproofi ng."

The book included AIA's "Filing System for Architects' Offi ces", and "Standard Documents of the Ameri-
can Institute of Architects", which contained the fourth edition of the AIA general conditions. 

For organizing information, it offered "The Specifi cation Checking List", with forty-eight "Sections" for 
fi ling, plus an "Index to Major Divisions" with forty Divisions for specifi cations. 

Forty-eight Sections and forty Divisions; isn't that interesting? The Checking List had eight Sections 
for mechanical and electrical information, while the Index had fi ve Divisions for specifi cations. How did 
they later get squeezed into Divisions 15 and 16?

The American Specifi cation Institute

The American Specifi cation Institute produced four volumes of the Specifi cation Record. With about 
500 pages, it included both the AIA and EJCDC general conditions, and a list of ASTM standards. 

"The specifi cation should be clear, concise and complete."

"The drawings, in general, should show the quantity, extent and layout of the work, and ordinar-
ily do not state the character, make or manufacturer of the material or equipment. It is therefore 
necessary that the specifi cation describe in detail the character of the material or equipment, 
otherwise the cheapest material or equipment satisfying the description shown on the drawings 
may be furnished." 

"Clear, concise, complete, and well coördinated drawings and specifi cations should secure fair 
and intelligent proposals, should eliminate vexatious extras and should eliminate also the neces-
sity for verbal or supplementary written instructions."

"Eliminate all clauses that refl ect indecision or lack of knowledge. Do not put anything in the 
specifi cations that will not be enforced to the letter."

"Use simple words. Do not use big words. Use nouns. Do not use pronouns. Use short sen-
tences. Do not write long and involved sentences. Make the language a clear and concise ex-
pression of just what is meant. Give directions, not suggestions. Tell the Contractor what shall 
or shall not be done."
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MANUFACTURERS’ SPECIFICATIONS DON’T FOLLOW CSI’S PRACTICE GUIDE; 
WHY ARE YOU SURPRISED?

CSI’s practice documents - MasterFormat, SectionFormat, 
and the Practice Guides - present a unifi ed and consistent ap-
proach to preparing and interpreting construction documents 
based on AIA or EJCDC general conditions and related docu-
ments. They also are applicable to documents produced by 
most other organizations, though some modifi cation may be 
necessary. When teaching CSI classes, I emphasize the over-
all organization of these documents as a fi rst principle; with 
that in mind, it’s easier to understand why things are organized 
the way they are, and to see how they all work together. This 
sometimes leads to comments and questions, such as, “That’s 
not the way my offi ce does it!” and “Why don’t this manufac-
turer’s specifi cations follow those rules?”

Together, CSI’s practice documents provide a fi rm but adapt-
able framework for preparing construction documents. They 
provide enough structure so, as the old adage says, there is “a 
place for everything and everything in its place.” On the other 
hand, they are suffi ciently fl exible to allow one to specify just 
about anything imaginable. “That spec is a real turkey!” 

Although these documents create a fairly complete framework, they do not go into great detail about 
how to address all matters: there is no standard specifi cation for concrete; a number of optional meth-
ods are offered; there is no boilerplate text for any part of a specifi cation beyond article titles, and even 
those are suggestions. The specifi er, following the principles of the practice documents, is left to supply 
the remaining detail.

And then there is CSI

Does any of the above sound familiar? It's clear that CSI's founders didn't start from scratch, and it's 
likely at least some of them had references such as these in their offi ces. Even so, there seems to be 
a common thread of simple, practical reasoning in all of the specifying guides I've seen, and I suspect 
the rules did not originate in the construction industry. They are logical and reasonable, perhaps not for 
writing a novel, but for any type of technical writing used to convey information about a design concept 
to make it possible to build. 

Even though CSI didn't create these rules, it expanded and clarifi ed them, bringing a consistent, coor-
dinated way of writing and interpreting specifi cations, based on AIA and EJCDC documents. 

© 2014, Sheldon Wolfe, RA, FCSI, CCS, CCCA, CSC

Agree? Disagree? Leave your comments at http://swconstructivethoughts.blogspot.com/. 
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Obviously, this leaves a lot to be done. If a specifi er were to start with nothing more than access to prod-
ucts, it would take a long time to assemble a set of master specifi cations. The widespread availability 
of reference standards is of inestimable help, making it possible to easily defi ne performance testing 
methods and properties. However, even with these standards, writing even a simple section could take 
many hours, and the amount of research that would be required for a complex system or assembly 
could be overwhelming. (Reference standards are not without their own problems; see “Faith-based 
specifi cations.” http://bit.ly/11jxR9E)

Fortunately, a few entrepreneurial people, and later, manufacturers themselves, saw an unfulfi lled need 
and began to produce master guide specifi cations for a great variety of construction products and 
systems. Unfortunately, the results typically have not followed the rules established by AIA and CSI 
documents. Even worse, guide specifi cations often are used verbatim or with only minor changes, and 
without much concern about how well they are written. A common excuse is that they are incorporated 
late in a project, but it’s not unusual to see them become offi ce masters with little change.

Manufacturers have a defensible position; they are in business to sell products, and they have a ten-
dency to stack the deck any way they can in their own proprietary specifi cations. I’m not saying it’s 
right, and it defi nitely doesn’t comply with CSI practice guides, but it’s understandable. How many times 
have you seen a manufacturer’s guide specifi cation that requires the product be produced by only that 
manufacturer, not once, but two or three times? From their viewpoint, it makes sense to identify the 
manufacturer under Section Includes, Quality Assurance, Manufacturers, Components, Assemblies, 
and a few more times under Execution. Some manufacturers also like to include a variety of restric-
tive specifi cations that have little to do with performance or quality. I won’t be surprised if some day I 
see a manufacturer’s specifi cation that includes something like, “Label: Must include the words Acme 
Widgets, Inc.”

Still, I can’t get too excited when a manufacturer writes a specifi cation that eliminates the competition. 
They still offer useful information, and the price is right. The sad thing is that some designers appar-
ently don’t realize what’s going on, and leave all of the proprietary provisions in place - and then call it 
a competitive specifi cation!

Regardless of how guide specifi cations are written, the designer should modify them so they express 
what is needed by the owner and the project.

© 2014, Sheldon Wolfe, RA, FCSI, CCS, CCCA, CSC

Agree? Disagree? Leave your comments at http://swconstructivethoughts.blogspot.com/.
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CSI Products Show
2014

And the 2014 Nashville CSI Construction Products 
Show Young Professionals Competition winner is...

Heather Bennett
Heather is a student at Lipscomb University, 
Institute for Sustainable Practice.

The 2014 CSI Products Show was a huge 
success and thanks to everyone for making 
that possible!!!

The event was held on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 21st at  LP Field with great exhibits, a 
free lunch, door prizes all day, and our fi rst 
Young Professionals Design Competition. 

The very popular seminar series included:
a discussion with Peter L. Heimbach, Jr, 
AIA, NCARB, LEED AP, State Architect 
and Dick Tracy, Executive Director, Offi ce 
of Facilities Development, TBR; a presen-
tation on Air Barriers presented by Richard 
Martens, BASF; an ADA Presentation by 
Michael Allen, Comparing the federal ADA 
Guidelines with the local IBC/ANSI accessi-
bility rules; and fi nally learning about Green 
Roofs – “Green Rhythms in Nashville: The 
Music City Center” presented  by John Rob-
inson, SIKA Sarnafi l.
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CSI Product Show Recap
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CSI Products Show
2014

Table Sponsors

Builders Exchange    
Carden Company 
Carter Group, LLC.
Crane Construction 
Daltile      
DocAir      
Draper      
DWC Construction 
Ferguson     
Frank E. Neal & Co., Inc.
Hardaway Construction 
I. C. Thomasson  & Associates, Inc.
Masonite Architectural    
McGraw Hill Construction – Dodge   
R. C. Mathews Contractor
Specs & Details    
T. W. Frierson Contractor, Inc.
WiSEngineers, Inc. 

Social Hour / 
Hors d’ oeuvres Sponsors

Panel Specialists
Solar Insulation
Johnston Technologies

Decathlon Project Sponsor

Show Sponsor 

Seminar Sponsors



Louis Medcalf, FCSI, CCS of Gresham, Smith, and Partners  chaired a task team for CSI 
that has written a practice guide called Multiple Work Package Projects: Producing and 
Issuing Contract Documents in Partial Sets for Fast-Track Construction that was jointly 
published by CSI and Construction Specifi cations Canada [CSC] in early September. 
Louis has written specifi cations for and helped organize documents for multiple work 
package fast-track projects for over 25 years, including three mega-projects involving 15 
or more design fi rms and more than 3,000 drawings issued in as many as 15 work pack-
ages. The guide offers practical advice from experienced practitioners, including con-
tract administration specialists, specifi ers, contractors, a construction lawyer, and a code 
consultant, and emphasizes the need for early planning to save time and effort. Many 
design teams incur unnecessary internal costs with unnecessary and overly-complex 
activities that waste valuable time, cause delays, and adversely affect profi t. This guide 
provides a rational approach to avoid such problems by focusing on effective and effi -
cient methods, which can allow project teams to exploit automation possible with project 
information management software, such as Newforma. 

Louis presented an educational session on the subject of multiple work package projects 
at CONSTRUCT 2014.

Louis is now chairing a new task team charged with updating CSI/CSC joint publication 
PPDFormat, a practice guide for writing preliminary project descriptions [PPDs] for early 
stages of facility design projects. He also chaired the task team that wrote the original 
document published in 2010. Preliminary project descriptions were introduced by CSI in 
the 1989 edition of its manual of practice. PPDs are an improvement over ‘design narra-
tives’ because they utilize UniFormat, an industry-standard organizational system, that 
provides a consistent framework that presents information in an intuitive sequence that 
is readily understandable by clients and provides a checklist to help ensure complete-
ness. Contractors like PPDs because R.S. Means and other publishers provide cost 
estimating information also using UniFormat. Because the Level of Development matrix 
that is part of BIM execution plans use UniFormat organization, written documentation 
for projects in early stages can provide one-for-one descriptions of the function elements 
in Building Information Modeling. If you have suggestions for improvements to this docu-
ment, please contact Louis.
 
        —Louis

Louis Medcalf, FCSI, CCS
Senior Quality Manager
GRESHAM, SMITH AND PARTNERS
Architecture, Engineering, Interiors, Planning
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November 2014 Spec Heads Tour
Cumberland Millwork

Cumberland Millworks President, Martin Roberts, 
was one of two tour guides for Spec Heads.

Millwork that has curved surfaces was being 
held in place with a vacuum system.

Martin talks about the numerous molds available in
the shop used for milling running trim.

This MBA logo was 
created using 

computer software
and computerized 
router equipment 
that is exact and

very fast. The logo 
was started and 

completed as the
Spec Heads 

watched.

The paint room is especially well lit to help painters
see fl aws and imperfections. Paint can be applied 

so fl awlessly to make it very diffi cult to discern 
painted surfaces from plastic laminate.

This bar, made of reclaimed wood, is being 
constructed for a new restaurant in the Gulch, 

Biscuit Love.
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November 2014 Chapter Meeting

Our presenter for the November meeting was Bryan Seely, Director of Architecture and Design 
Services with HCA. Bryan spoke about the design and construction of the new HCA project in the 
North Gulch area.  







SPECIFACTS•VOLUME 2 ISSUE 4 PAGE 23

“BY OTHERS” – A RED FLAG NOTE

Louis Medcalf, FCSI, CCS

The phrase “By Others” is dangerous and must be used with caution. Whenever you see this phrase in a draw-
ing note, product literature, or submittal, alarm bells should go off in your head to motivate you to look closely at 
what’s being communicated to verify that it is correct.

Construction Drawings: When used in contract documents, “BY OTHERS” legally means the same as “NOT IN 
CONTRACT.” Unfortunately, many staff do not understand this basic legal principle. We don’t want a contractor 
to request a change order if the intent was that an item be part of the original contract sum. You can argue that 
the contractor’s interpretation was not the intent of the documents, but ultimately what is written will govern over 
unwritten intent.

• Engineering and other consultants (bless their hearts) will often use this note on their drawings to mean 
“not my design responsibility.” In my experience as a claims manager for more than a decade at my previ-
ous fi rm, when contractors decide to make a claim they will fi nd and use such statements to support their 
requests for additional money.

• Many consultants do not realize that their documents do not establish the scope of work for trade subcon-
tracts. Some MEP engineers in particular don’t understand the legal framework for contract documents 
established in AIA Document A201 General Conditions or the owner’s conditions of the contract. Unless 
the project has multiple prime contracts (e.g., public projects in Ohio and other northern states), all work 
items on all documents are ultimately the sole responsibility of the contractor and the contractor has the 
legal authority to divide the work into subcontracts as it sees fi t. 

• Bottom Line: If you wouldn’t note an item as “NIC”, don’t note it as “BY OTHERS.”

• Helpful Hint: If you’re looking at a PDF copy of a drawing in Acrobat or Newforma, do a search for the 
phrase “BY OTHERS”, which can easily be overlooked in dense general notes or details.

Product Information: When manufacturers provide sample details or specifi cations, they often use the phrase 
“BY OTHERS” to indicate items that are needed for installation but which the manufacturer does not supply and 
that are therefore excluded from its warranty.

• When using sample details or specifi cations, be careful to delete these phrases and provide appropriate 
notes, dimensions, or other requirements for things excluded by the primary product manufacturer.

Submittals: Individual trade subcontractors use the phrase “BY OTHERS” on shop drawings to indicate neces-
sary work items that they are not providing.

• If two subcontractors both exclude an item, it might be overlooked until installation starts. For example, 
fl ashing between metal panel cladding and fenestration might be excluded by both subcontractors. As 
noted above, the contractor is responsible for providing all work items and for determining which subcon-
tractor is to provide the items, so it is unlikely that such excluded items would become a change order or 
claim. That being said, if you suspect that something might have fallen between the scopes of subcon-
tracts you can mark a review comment asking who will provide the excluded work items.

END
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IIDA will be planning 
the February Taste & 
Tour gathering. CSI will 
be hosting in March.  

August Taste & Tour event at Union Station  

November 
Taste & Tour 

event 
at the 

Rolling Mill 
Hill 

Trolley Barns

Please contact Tim Yoko at 
tyoko@tmpartners.com if you 
are interested in sponsoring 
the March event or if you have 
a great idea for the location.
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2015 CDT 
Classes & Certifi cation

Nashville, Tennessee 

The Construction Specifi cation Institute (CSI) offers the following certifi cations and 
administers examinations in the Fall and Spring as part of the certifi cation process: 

• CDT: The Construction Documents Technologist Certifi cate is a comprehensive overview for  
   anyone who writes, interprets, enforces, or manages construction documents.
• CCS: The Certifi ed Construction Specifi er demonstrates excellence in specifi cations & contract  
 document preparation.
• CCCA: The Certifi ed Construction Contract Administrator truly understands all facets of the  
  construction process & contractual relationships.
• CCPR: The Certifi ed Construction Product Representative has an in-depth understanding of  
  the construction process & superior ability in effective representation.

WHEN:  January 15, 2015 and will meet every Thursday for 10 weeks, unless weather or   
        other circumstances warrant changes.  
WHERE:  TBR Board Room in the Genesco building and last 2 hours per session
COST:  Free.  Necessary reference material available for sale.

To sign up for CDT classes or to get additional information, please email, Carl Manka at Carl.Man-
ka@tbr.edu. 

For information about training and mentoring sessions for CCS, CCCA and CCPR certifi cation exams, 
please email, Lynn Jolley at ljolley@comcast.net.
 
To get more details and enrollment requirements about the National exams go to 
www.csinet.org click on Certifi cation.

About Us...
Founded in 1948, CSI is a non-profit technical organization dedicated to the ad-

vancement of construction technology through communication, research, education, and 
service. CSI serves the interests of architects, engineers, specifiers, contractors, product man-
ufacturers, and others in the construction industry.

 Specifacts is published monthly by the Nashville Chapter CSI. This publication acts as a 
moderator without approving, disapproving or guaranteeing the validity or accuracy of any 
data, claims or opinions appearing under a byline or obtaining or quoted from an acknowl-
edged source. The Chapter does not constitute any endorsement of products featured in 
advertisements.
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Celebrate the Fellows! 
Conventions are like state or county fairs: it seems they’re the same year after year, and yet, if you compare 
this year’s to the one a few years ago, there will be small differences. But sometimes, signi icant changes 
take place between one fair and the next.

Until this year, the social highlight of the annual convention was the President’s Gala. A black tie dinner, 
with all that entails - including formal dresses and tuxedos - along with meeting the new president and wit-
nessing the investiture of Fellows, was the grand inale. This year we tried something different. The events 
of the Gala were separated, some being added to other events, some becoming new events. Instead of being 
among the last events, the investiture of Fellows was moved to Tuesday evening, and the introduction of 
Distinguished Members was moved to the opening general session Wednesday morning. 

When the new format was presented to the College of Fellows board of 
directors last January, it sounded good. We knew a lot of members saw 
the Gala as the high point of the convention, but the cost made it dif icult 
for many members to attend this great event. This year, part of the plan 
was to make the presentations of various awards more visible and more 
accessible to more members. The investiture of Fellows would be open to 
all, at no charge; the Celebration of Fellows, a social event following the 
investiture, would cost only $35; and many awards would be presented at 
the annual meeting. 

As the months went by, I began to have some reservations. The conven-
tion schedule, which is so tight it always irritates someone, put the inves-
titure up against the welcome reception, and I feared it would be hard 
to pry people away from the party. The location of the Celebration presented two potential problems: at-
tendees had to submit their names ahead of time for a background check, and it was in a different building. 

As it turned out, the new format was a great success. The scheduling of the investiture and the introduc-
tion of Distinguished Members made those events more accessible and more affordable than before. Even 
though the investiture began before the welcome reception was over, registered attendance was 227, and 
more than that attended. Attendance at the annual meeting was 291, and I suspect there were three hun-
dred or more people at the opening session. Not only was the attendance good, but making these two of the 
irst events gave members the rest of the week to congratulate the honorees. 

The weather was good, so the short walk from the welcome reception to the Celebration of Fellows, at the 
top of the Baltimore World Trade Center, presented no problem. The walk itself became an event due to the 
surprise appearance of a piper who led the procession from the investiture to the Celebration of Fellows. 
The piper was Mike Young, former president of the Denver Chapter and part of the group that assembled 
Ann Baker’s Fellowship submittal. On his own, he decided the new Fellows should be piped in, and he made 
it happen. I was reminded of the Minneapolis-St. Paul Chapter’s award night the year I was chapter presi-
dent. I’ve always loved bagpipes, and our chapter awards committee arranged for one to lead us from the 
lobby to the theater. I’d like to see a piper as part of every Celebration! 

Another break from tradition occurred during the investiture. In the past, endorsement letters remained 



Chapter Meetings
January – Adam Knight is a member attorney for full-service 
law fi rm Dickinson Wright, and he focuses his practice on 
construction law in the Nashville offi ce. Adam knows fi rsthand 
that when working within the construction channel comprised 
of an owner, developer, general contractor and subcontrac-
tors and an army of others, the waters of communication get 
murky. So without the right documentation on the front end 
of a project, that creates a serious risk for legal ramifi cations. 
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con idential, so most Fellows did not know who 
wrote letters or what they said. This year, some of 
those who wrote letters were asked to say a few 
words about the Fellows they endorsed, making 
the investiture much more personal. 

Thanks to the Institute board members and staff 
who proposed the new format (and invited the 
Blue Angels), the formal social activities were a 
great success. Attendance at the Celebration was 
173 this year, and I’m sure that elimination of the 
security check will increase attendance in the fu-
ture. I’ll look for you there next year in St. Louis!

Sheldon Wolfe, FCSI
Chancellor, CSI College of Fellows

Invasion of 
Fellows!

Adam says many of his clients could have been far better positioned if they would have structured their 
documentation according to legal best practices, such as:

•      Drafting consistent, accurate fi eld notes
•      Amending contracts
•      Negotiating the right dispute resolution
•      Assessing the right provisions and term agreements
•      …and more.

All of these are essential to keeping a legally sound project in motion. In a presentation, Adam could 
go in-depth on the importance of each and the tips to getting them right. Do you think that we could ar-
range something or could you connect me with the best person to speak to about ongoing educational 
opportunities at your chapter? 

February – Gary Gaston, Director of the Nashville Civic Design Center, will tell us about the NCDC and 
share with us what they are currently working on, researching, and developing.

March – Glenn Wilson with SouthStar has tentatively agreed to speak at our March meeting on the 
Ovation development in Franklin. 
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Insulated Panels

Overview of Insulated Metal Panels
a Building Envelope Solution

1 AIA/CES Learning Unit
(HSW/SD)

Learning Objectives:
• Identify the different applications and sectors for insulated metal panels
• Describe the performance benefi ts of Insulated Metal Panels
• Explore advantages of insulated metal panels compared to traditional forms of construction
• Understand the single component system and how it accelerates speed of build
• Examine the environmental impact of buildings and future expectations

Description:
This course is an overview of the advantages, and design considerations, of using insulated metal 
panels (IMP) as part of an overall high performance envelope strategy. In addition to thermal perfor-
mance and air tightness, IMPs offer complete design fl exibility. This fl exibility offers designers and 
architects unlimited choice to create energy-effi cient buildings that deliver ‘signature’ architectural and 
aesthetic impact.

About Kingspan Insulated Panels NA:
Kingspan Insulated Panels North America, US operations, is headquartered in Deland, Florida, with 
additional facilities in Columbus, Ohio and Modesto California. We are part of Kingspan Group, PLC, 
which is based in Dublin Ireland. Kingspan is the world’s leading manufacturer of insulated metal wall 
and roof panels. For more information, please visit our website at www.kingspanpanels.us.

Specheads 

January

Kevin Franz - Kingspan Insulated Panels
 Overview of Insulated Metal Panels a 
 Building Envelope Solution
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Specheads 

February

Tim Nass - Safti First
 Code Considerations in Fire Rated Glass
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Specheads 

March

Todd Hyams - Tremco Roofi ng and 
Building Maintenance
 “Roof Preservation”

Nashville Chapter CSI

Contact Us

www.csinashville.org

Construction Specifi cations Institute

P.O. Box 25267
Nashville, TN 37202 

BE SURE TO CHECK US OUT ON 
LINKEDIN, FACEBOOK, AND TWITTER!!!

CSI NASHVILLE CHAPTER

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

At the end of the this course, participants will 
be able to:

• Identify sustainable roof preservation 
materials and methods when researching 
roof preservation solutions.

• Provide multiple surface treatment 
possibilities available for roof restoration 
when writing roofing specifications.

• Discuss multiple types of roofing systems 
that can successfully be preserved and 
restored during the evaluation of roof 
systems.

• Understand the safety, economic and 
environmental benefits of roofing 
preservation in comparison to roof 
replacement.
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You won't believe what happened!
In "Absolute nonsense ", I talked about the lack of 
precision used in daily conversation, and the need 
for precision in construction documents. Nothing so 
serious this time; in fact, I'm not going to say much 
about construction documents, except for an interest-
ing penalty paid by Lowe's to fi ve California counties. 
Instead, I'm going to have a little fun and talk about 
some of my favorite social media peeves.

There are so many links from so many sources that it 
can be diffi cult to decide which to follow. In an effort to 
entice readers to follow the links, thereby increasing 
their value to advertisers, many updates and social 
media posts use headlines designed to suck you in. 
For me, these clever headlines are a red fl ag, but ap-
parently they work. 

Does anyone really believe headlines or links with phrases like "what happens next will shock you", 
"this will blow you away", "you won't believe what happens next", "this will make you cry", "she never 
expected…", "left me stunned", "changes everything", "will never be the same", "jaw-dropping", "pro-
found", "epic", or "mind blowing"? My experience has been that the article, video, or whatever rarely 
justifi es the sensationalized headline. 

Similar are the e-mails with too-good- or too-bad-to-be-true claims, and just about anything related to 
politics. There's something about them - the format, the writing, perhaps the astounding claims -  that 
raises the red fl ag, sets off the alarm, pegs the BS meter, and sends me immediately to Snopes . And 
nearly every time, it turns out the e-mail is a fabrication. The thing I don't understand is why people 
would do that sort of thing, when there are so many truly amazing things to talk about.

And then there are the ways words are used and misused. As noted in "Absolute nonsense", we have 
a great many words that allow us to communicate specifi c ideas with shades of meaning. I realize ours 
is a living language, changing continually to accommodate new concepts, new activities, and new prod-
ucts, but it's hard to accept casually-made changes, which often are driven by lack of understanding or 
careless use. Some of my favorites: 

•  Literally has been incorrectly used so often that it has been accepted to mean fi guratively or virtually.
•  A large increase is not necessarily exponential. 
•  Until recently, a business that went out of business was closed. Now it's shuttered.
•  I have respect for curators, who spent a lot of time and do a great deal of research to reach their                 
   special positions. Today, anyone who chooses a few of the multitude of tweets or links is said to        
   curate them. 
•  Why is it necessary to start a statement with "Honestly…" or "To be honest…"? Does that mean I 
   can't believe anything else you say? 
•  In most cases, "use" should be used instead of "utilize". 
•  Needless redundancies and padding, such as "each and every", "every single one", and "any way,      
   shape, or form". 
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This calendar is a live Google calendar so 
anyone using an Android smartphone or iOS 
(Apple) can link to it quickly and get chapter 
events on their calendars and agendas. Please 
contact Devin Righter with any questions.

How do you keep up with what’s 
going on in CSI NASHVILLE... 
FOLLOW us on twitter @CSI_Nashville 
LIKE us on facebook CSI Nashville
CONNECT with us on LinkedIn CSI Nashville

and don’t forget to check out our website 
www.csinashville.org

CSI NASHVILLE CHAPTER 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Visit our webpage at 
http://www.csinashville.org/events.php 

•  Why is every change now "disruptive"? Disruptive does not mean clever, innovative, or benefi cial; 
"dis-" is a negative prefi x. Why is it that disruptive changes are seen as positive, and so many compa-
nies want to be known as disruptive ? There is such a thing as "disruptive innovation ", but many things 
described as such are not; some are more accurately described as "sustaining innovation." 
•  “Price point” also has a specifi c meaning, but every time I have heard it used, it meant simply “price”.
How important is correct use of words and terms? In casual use, not much; we are remarkably adept 
at interpreting new uses of old words. As noted in “Absolute nonsense”, we must use words correctly in 
contract documents to avoid misunderstanding. 

Precision also is required in informal documents if those documents imply terms of a contract. Michael 
Chusid , a building product consultant, blogged about an interesting legal decision, in which Lowe’s 
was required to correct “false, misleading, deceptive or inaccurate product descriptions.” Even though 
Lowe’s used common industry terms, often repeating manufacturers’ information, the settlement re-
quired Lowe’s to pay nearly $1.5 million. 

What horrible transgression did Lowe’s commit? They were selling 2x4s without stating the actual 
dimensions . Apparently, the issue wasn’t raised by consumers, who seem to be able to cope with 
nominal dimensions; instead, the suit was brought by the local weights and measures department. I 
wonder what will happen when they discover the fact that wood changes dimension. And where does 
the money go? Not to the consumers who supposedly were harmed, but into the government coffers. 

Isn’t that just mind-blowing? 

© 2014, Sheldon Wolfe, RA, FCSI, CCS, CCCA, CSC

Agree? Disagree? Leave your comments at http://swconstructivethoughts.blogspot.com/
1 "Absolute nonsense" h  p://swconstruc  vethoughts.blogspot.com/2013/05/absolute-nonsense.html
2 Snopes. h  p://www.snopes.com/
3 "Let's All Stop Saying 'Disrupt' This Instant. h  p://nymag.com/daily/intelligencer/2014/06/lets-all-stop-saying-disrupt.html
4 Disrup  ve innova  on. h  p://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Disrup  ve_innova  on
5 Michael Chusid's blog, h  p://www.buildingproduct.guru/
6 "California Municipality Declares War on Lowe's" h  p://www.fool.com/inves  ng/general/2014/09/18/lowes-hit-over-the-head-     
   with-a-2x4.aspx
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