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CSI NASHVILLE 
CHAPTER 

2013 AWARDS 
CEREMONY

The awards ceremony 
and dinner was held on 
May 20th, 2013 at Mère 
Bulles in Brentwood. It 
was a great night of fun  
networking and lots of 
laughs and memories.

More photos on page 8.

CONGRATULATIONS to TROY WILLIAMS for being honored 
with the ED STREET AWARD, CSI Nashville’s highest honor. 
Thank you Troy for all the you’ve done to support our chapter 
over the years.

Current President, Jim Christain, was one of 
many to accept an award from former Presi-
dent, Eric Lundquist. 

Can’t forget these fabulous ladies...special thanks to Tiffany Goulet 
and Melanie Kenney for their hard work and dedication to making 
CONSTRUCT 2013 a hit in Nashville, TN! 
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MAY
ANNIVERSARIES!!!

NEW MEMBERS!!!

JAMES CHRISTAIN
39 YEARS

JOHN FORBES
28 YEARS

JOHN MAXWELL
MAXWELL ROOFING & SHEET METAL, INC.

24 YEARS

JOHN COKE
HART FREELAND ROBERTS, INC.

12 YEARS

JIM WADDELL
THE WIREMOLD COMPANY

17 YEARS

TROY WILLIAMS
BARGE CAUTHEN & ASSOCIATES, INC.

19 YEARS

JAMES BELL
ASSA ABLOY

12 YEARS

RANDY HUFFMAN
READING ROCK, INC.

11 YEARS

WENDELL LEISINGER
SCHNEIDER ELECTRIC

9 YEARS

RANDY CAMPBELL
PAREX USA, INC.

2 YEARS

KAREN FRAVERT
GLIDDEN PROFESSIONAL

4 YEARS

NENA BOWLING
METRO NASHVILLE AIRPORT AUTHORITY

8 YEARS

DAVID JOHNSON
JOHNSON JOHNSON CRABTREE ARCHITECTS

8 YEARS

STEVEN McDANIEL

ROBERT CROSBY
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DON WILLIAMS
WILLIAMS RESTORATION

21 YEARS

KEVIN CORKERN
TLP ARCHITECTS, LLC

24 YEARS

WALLACE HUTCHERSON
WALLACE J. HUTCHERSON CONSTRUCTION CO.

30 YEARS

BOYD JACOWAY
32 YEARS

KATHY PEDIGO
33 YEARS

JOHN POTTER JR.
HART FREELAND ROBERTS, INC.

32 YEARS

JUNE
ANNIVERSARIES!!!

BRENT WILLIAMS
ENERGY CONTROL CONSULTANTS, INC.

9 YEARS
WEBB HOSSE

8 YEARS
WADE TRIPP

CRAWFORD DOOR SALES
5 YEARS

ROBERT GERKEN
1 YEAR

DON JOHNSON
VINTAGE MARKETING

1 YEAR

MICHAEL PLUNK
METRO NASHVILLE AIRPORT AUTHORITY

6 YEARS

JON WELTY
WELTY ASSOCIATES

2 YEARS

JENNIFER OVERSTREET
ENERGY CONTROL CONSULTANTS, INC.

1 YEARS

STEPHANIE PIELICH
JOHNSON JOHNSON CRABTREE ARCHITECTS

1 YEARS
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When Devin Righter honored carl Manka with his 40 year pin at 
the awards dinner, i started thinking about my upcoming 40th 
year and found this cSi resume i wrote 13 or 14 years ago:

“i was always interested in materials and methods, and 
as Barry Holt said, ‘We had a wonderful teacher.’  Marvin 
Martin, fcSi was tough, but he made it fun.  He could 
make a set of drawings bleed with red marks.  One day 
Marvin said let’s start a student chapter, and of course, 
i said, ‘Sign me up.’ the Ut student chapter was finally 
chartered in 1974.  i believe it was the second student 
chapter chartered in the world.  the Ut School of archi-
tecture was very supportive of cSi then and that helped 
immensely.

Being a cSi student member also meant you got to hang 
out with the grown-up chapter.  these folks were so nice 
to us poor pitiful naive students.  i shall always remember 
their kindness, and i still thank them for their attention and 
involvement.  there was education, meetings, travel, parties, food and the chance of landing a job, 
when they were very slim.  i eventually went to work for one of these cSi guys.  cas Sweetser came 
on board with us a bit later, bringing with him 40 years of writing specs and dealing with construction 
problems.

When i moved to Nashville there was cSi Nashville chapter, a very stoic lot, having been founded 
in 1948, but with some real personalities.  fortunately for me i was taken under the wings of Bobby 
Herbert, George Gaffney and later Jerry Sullivan and ed powers.  these wonderful men were/are my 
mentors, teachers, counterparts and best friends.”

if you synthesize these ramblings, it is about mentors teaching younger people about the construction 
process.  cSi national has taken up this banner with the Mentor program.  i hope this initiative will be 
kept simple and pushed to the forefront.  We must make use of these seasoned specifiers while we still 
have them.  they can teach what is not written.  they know the answers or can find them through their 
networks. information and quick answers are so available these days, but are they the correct answers 
for your situation?  are they from someone that has real world experience?  cSi has the answers.

i would like to recruit you in an effort to spread the knowledge and enlarge the network.  tell everyone 
you can about the upcoming national convention.  this is a first for Nashville and we want to be a per-
manent stop on the Rota.  also ask them to become a member of cSi Nashville or at least attend our 
host chapter functions.  i want to double membership in the Nashville chapter so please ask anyone 
you know to join.  there will be some great programs this year.  i promise.  So come join our award 
winning chapter and nationally honored members.

-Jim christain
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a few weeks ago, while patiently waiting in that a.m. parking lot we call a freeway, i was listening to a 
drive-time talk show. “Not many specifiers calling in today,” i thought. caller after caller would agree 
with the host’s comments by saying “exactly!” - even when the stated position was complex, and the 
callers appeared to grasp only part of the issue.

Our language is a rich one, with many 
words available to express a wide range 
of meaning for most ideas. in writing, this 
gives the careful writer a way to accurately 
communicate with the knowledgeable read-
er. a multitude of synonyms, adjectives, and 
adverbs makes it possible to express fine 
distinctions of meaning. properly used, our 
language becomes a scalpel, which can be 
used with surgical precision.

absolute nonsense

in casual conversation, most people are not careful in their choice of words, and often settle on the 
first word that comes to mind. fortunately, we all accept that speaking vocabulary is limited to those 
words we use most frequently, and casual conversation is not seen as a formal debate. Most of the 
time, it doesn’t matter that we don’t take the time for careful consideration and selection of words. Oral 
communication benefits from the subtleties added by tone of voice, facial expression, and body lan-
guage, which together enhance - or contradict - the spoken words, and add depth that is unattainable 
in writing. 

incorrect use of “take” and “bring”, or of “i” and “me”, are commonplace, but rarely interfere with 
comprehension when speaking, and nonsensical phrases such as “pick and choose” and “each and 
every” are used without pause. in a typical conversation, we might use furnish, supply, provide, and 
install interchangeably, and other synonyms suffer the same fate. 

When writing specifications, however, specifiers must become surgeons, carefully selecting each word 
and using it for its defined purpose. and when it comes to compliance, there are no fine shades of 
meaning; compliance must be absolute. Yet when reading typical guide specification - or many project 
manuals - you may have the same thought i had while driving to work: “Not many specifiers writing 
today.”

elaboration is not a virtue

“comply with installation instructions.” this is a simple, clearly stated requirement; it is hard to imagine 
there would be any question about what it means. in the context of the contract, evaluation of per-
formance is a simple true-false test: the contractor either did, or did not, comply with the installation 
instructions. if those instructions call for thirty things and only twenty-nine were done, compliance was 
not achieved.

Scalpel; United States patent and trademark Office
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“Yeah, but it’s only one word, and i want to make sure the contractor does it right.” that sounds rea-
sonable, but let’s follow the logic. if the specifications require “strict compliance” with instructions for 
one thing, but only “compliance” for another, does the inconsistency mean the contractor doesn’t 
have to follow all of the instructions for the second one?

always specifying “strict compliance” removes the inconsistency, but what does it add? compliance 
is just that; it has no shades of meaning. it is a scalpel that cuts with precision.

completion of the contract requires the contractor to fulfill every part of it. in practical terms, we may 
consider one thing more important than another, but in the terms of the contract, each requirement 
must be fulfilled. 

Sometimes, in an effort to explain, specifications can become unclear. While the use of “unless noted 
otherwise” is sometimes unavoidable, using it more than a few times suggests the design professional 
doesn’t know what’s in the documents. 

When i teach about construction documents, i include the following example of good intent gone awry 
(i did not make this up!):

the words “furnish”, “provide”, “include”, “Supply”, “erect”, “Deliver”, “in-
stall”, “apply”, “Lay” or “place”: these words are intended to be synony-
mous and to indicate that the material or work specifically mentioned is to 
be furnished and installed completely by this contractor and incorporated 
into the project. Whenever a material is to be furnished by this contractor 
and installed by another contractor, or installed by this contractor and fur-
nished by another contractor, it will be specifically specified.

the specifier apparently was trying to expand on the complementary nature of the construction docu-
ments, as stated in the general conditions. in a misguided attempt to make sure nothing was left out, 
the specifier destroyed the convenient and usual definitions of several words - and then, after saying 
they all meant the same thing, used them as if they had different meanings. amazing!

Words can be as precise as a surgical blade, but only if they’re not dulled by misuse. 

© 2013, Sheldon Wolfe, Ra, fcSi, ccS, ccca, cSc

Leave your comments at http://swconstructivethoughts.blogspot.com/ and http://swspecificthoughts.
blogspot.com/. 

Why, then, do we continually see statements like “Strictly 
comply with…”, “install in exact conformance with…”, “com-
pletely fill with…”, and so on?
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The American Institute of Architects 
Continuing Education System 

AIA/CES Registered Provider Program Summary Handout
 
Provider: Gate Precast Company (T110) 
 
Program Number: APC102 
 
Program: Architectural Precast – Aesthetic Solutions   
                     

Length: 1.0 hour 
 
Credits: 1.0 LU 

HSW: Yes 

 
Description: Learn how to design high performance 
exterior wall systems that function both aesthetically and 
against the elements

Learning Objectives: After attending this presentation, 
learners will be able to:  
 Understand architectural precast aesthetic benefits 

and design options, precast samples and mockups 
 Conceptualize color, form and texture through 

materials, molds and formliners and understand 
which tools can help ensure an economical design 

 Learn about the sustainable features of architectural 
precast concrete and select among an almost 
endless variety of color, and texture (finishes and 
patterns) options to achieve most any ‘look’ desired 
to include multiple mixes and finishes, variegated 
stone look, and polished precast. 

 Learn how surface materials can be embedded into 
precast to achieve various ‘looks’ such as: thin brick, 
dimensional stone, tile and terra cotta 

A/V Needed: Electrical power and a screen for a 
PowerPoint presentation. (The CES facilitator supplies 
the laptop and projector.) 
 
Target Audience: Architects, specifiers, facility planners, 
owners and other design professionals in the 
construction industry. The ideal audience size can be 
one-on-one or over 50. This program meets every 
experience level with time designed into the program for 
questions and answers.  

Facilitator Qualifications: All Gate Precast Company 
CES facilitators have been trained on the CES guidelines 
and presentation skills.  

Costs: There is no cost to bring this program into your 
firm. 

 
 
For More Information: Visit our web site at www.gateprecast.com/#/education; or to schedule a Lunch-n-

Learn Program in your office, contact Beverly Ross at 251-575-2803 | bross@gateprecast.com
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Precast 
Company 

CSI Nashville’s August Chapter 
Meeting Presentation:
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OFFICERS

Jim Christain, President
(615) 386-9962
(615) 495-1971 cell
jchristain@aol.com

Eric Lundquist, Immediate Past President
(615) 681-2484
elundquistcdt@gmail.com

Rick Jones, President Elect
(615) 367-1333
(615) 367-6918 fax
rjones@twfrierson.com

Jerry Curtis, 1st VP 
(615) 790-2828
tnbass@comcast.net 

Melanie Kenney, 2nd VP
(615) 979-9497
mkenney@southlandbrickandblock.com

Dan Cress, Secretary
(615) 377-9773
(615) 370-4147 fax
dcress@tmpartners.com 

Jack Potter, Treasurer
(615) 370-8500
(615) 370-8530 fax
jpotter@hfrdesign.com

DIRECTORS

Mark Buck, Chapter Director
(615) 973-2013
 mark_buck@bellsouth.net

Jarrod Finger, Chapter Director
(615) 953-9474 ext. 704
(615) 658-8145 fax
jarrod@wisengineers.com

Mike Leonard, Chapter Director
(615) 329-1399
(615) 329- 1486 fax
mleonard@haa.us 

About Us...
 Founded in 1948, CSI is a non-profit tech-
nical organization dedicated to the advancement 
of construction technology through communi-
cation, research, education, and service. CSI serves 
the interests of architects, engineers, specifiers, 
contractors, product manufacturers, and others 
in the construction industry.
 Specifacts is published monthly by the 
Nashville Chapter CSI. This publication acts as 
a moderator without approving, disapproving 
or guaranteeing the validity or accuracy of any 
data, claims or opinions appearing under a byline 
or obtaining or quoted from an acknowledged 
source. The Chapter does not constitute any 
endorsement of products featured in advertise-
ments.

CONSTRUCT 2013

Tom Parshall 
(615) 399-5275
(615) 399-5285 fax
tlparch@bellsouth.net

Jerry Curtis
 (615) 790-2828
tnbass@comcast.net

Randy Huffman, Chapter Director
(513) 256-7360
huffmanr@readingrock.com

Devin Righter, Chapter Director
(615) 690-7200
devin@bxtn.org

Kevin Russell, Chapter Director
(615) 767-6139
krussell@mcelroymetal.com 

Melanie Kenney, Event Coordinator
(615) 979-9497
mkenney@southlandbrickandblock.com

Tiffany Goulet, Event Coordinator
(615) 423-8321
tiffanyannwil@aol.com
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COMMITTEE CHAIRS & CO-CHAIRS

Kevin Russell, Academic Liaison
(615) 767-6139
krussell@mcelroymetal.com 

Troy Williams, Awards
(615) 356-9911
(615) 352-6737 fax
troy@bargecauthen.com 

Jerry Curtis, Programs 
(615) 790-2828
tnbass@comcast.net 

Beth Hargis, Publications/Editor
(615) 370-8500
bhargis@hfrdesign.com 

Carl Manka, Certification
(615) 504-6625
(615) 366-3992 fax
carl.manka@tbr.edu 

Michael Gober, Education
(615) 351-7468
michael.gober@shawinc.com

Devin Righter, Membership
(615) 690-7200
devin@bxtn.org

Tiffany Goulet, Electronic 
Communication
(615) 333-1000
(615) 333-1006 fax
tiffanyannwil@aol.com 

Loretta Baltz, Friendship
(615) 844-1017
(615) 250-9425 fax
Loretta_baltz@mcgraw-hill.com 

Vickie Dyer, Product Show
(615) 844-1017
(615) 250-9425 fax
Vickie_Dyer@mcgraw-hill.com 

John Arndt, Scholarship
(615) 256-3185
(615) 256-6263 fax
johna@dwccares.com 

Jerry Curtis, Technical
(615) 790-2828
tnbass@comcast.net 

Tom Parshall, Planning
(615) 399-5275
(615) 399-5285 fax
tlparch@bellsouth.net

Nashville chapter cSi

contact Us

www.csinashville.org

construction Specifications institute

p.O. Box 25267
Nashville, tN 37202

This calendar is a live Google calendar so anyone us-
ing an Android smartphone or iOS (Apple) can link 
to it quickly and get chapter events on their calendars 
and agendas. Please contact Devin Righter with any 
questions.

CSI NASHVILLE 
CHAPTER 

CALENDAR OF 
EVENTS 

Visit our webpage at 
http://www.csinashville.org/events.php 

CONGRATULATIONS
CSI NASHVILLE!!! 

WE HAVE NOW 
ATTAINED 

SILVER LEVEL  
OUTSTANDING 

CHAPTER 
COMMENDATION.
 

The award will be 
presented at CSI’s 

Annual Meeting at 
CONSTRUCT 2013 at 
2:15 PM on September 
27th, at the Music City 
Center. Be sure to make 

plans to attend and 
celebrate our Chapter’s 
great achievement.


