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Our President’s Message
By Dan Cress

And a few days 
after the GSR 
conference, our 
annual Awards 
Banquet will be 
held on June 14th 
at Mere Bulles in Brentwood. This is 
another FUN event, and you are invited 
to come join your CSI family for great 
food, fellowship, and to honor the 
many volunteers working hard behind 
the scenes to make the chapter thrive.

Save the Date: We have dates set for 
our annual Product Show at Nissan 
Stadium on October 9, 2018, and our 
60th Anniversary + Christmas party at 
the Millennium Maxwell House Hotel in 
Nashville on December 6, 2018. Plans 
are underway for both events. 

Hope to see you out at one, or all, of 
these events!

Sincerely,

Dan Cress

H ello CSI Nashville,

It ’s spring time in Tennessee, and 
the weather is finally warm, sunny 
and perfect for….golfing! So dust off 
those clubs and get ready to attend 
our annual CSI/IFMA golf outing 
extravaganza that is set for June 
4th at Temple Hills Country Club. If 
you’re not into playing you can still 
participate as a sponsor – there are 
multiple opportunities available. 
Visit www.csinashville.org for more 
information and links to registration 
and sponsorships. 

A few days after the golf outing, the 
annual Gulf States Region Conference 
will be held in downtown Knoxville on 
June 8th and 9th. This will be a great 
event not only for CSI leaders and 
aspiring leaders, but it is also open 
to all membership.  In addition to 
leadership training, there will also be 
continuing education opportunities 
and a variety of fun activities. It 
is important to the host chapter 
that the event is well attended, 
so please consider attending and 
supporting our neighboring chapter. 
As additional incentive, CSI Nashville 
chapter is offering to reimburse cost 
of registration and hotel up to $600 
per member in good standing! Visit 
www.gulfstates.csinet.org  or  www.
csiknoxville.org for more information 
and registration.



How do you keep up with what’s going on in CSI NASHVILLE...
FOLLOW us on twitter @CSI_Nashville

LIKE us on facebook CSI Nashville
CONNECT with us on LinkedIn CSI Nashville

and don’t forget to check out our website www.csinashville.org

CSI NASHVILLE CHAPTER CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Visit our webpage at

http://www.csinashville.org/events.php

This calendar is a live Google calendar so anyone using an Android smartphone or iOS 
(Apple) can link to it quickly and get chapter events on their calendars and agendas.

STAY IN THE KNOW

www.csinashville.org


How often have you seen a standard confidentiality disclaimer at 
the end of an email? An email I recently received ended with this:

This email together with any attachment(s) is proprietary and 
confidential, intended for only the recipient(s) named above and contains 
information that is privileged. You are hereby notified that the dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this email or its contents including attachments is strictly 
prohibited. If you have received this email in error, or are not the named recipient(s), you are 
hereby notified that any review, dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is 
prohibited by the sender and doing so constitutes a violation of the Electronic Communications 
Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C. section 2510-2521. Although precautions have been taken to make sure no 
viruses are present in this email, [company name] cannot accept responsibility for any loss or 
damage that may arise from the use of this email or attachment(s).

Even a simpler version, which appeared in an email I received while writing this, is a problem.

The information contained in this message is privileged and intended only for the recipients 
named. If the reader is not a representative of the intended recipient, any review, dissemination 
or copying of this message of the information it contains is prohibited. If you have received this 
message in error, please immediately notify the sender, and delete the original message and 
attachments.

I’m sure some legal department came up with these disclaimers and insisted they be included 
in every email, even though compliance with them interferes with marketing and use of their 
products. In both of the above examples, the email had information the senders expected me to 
pass on to the other specifiers as well as to our interior design group.

That’s often the case; the senders don’t 
say it, but they will be pleased if the 
information is passed on to others. Yet 
the disclaimer specifically prohibits 
that; in fact, it essentially says I can’t 
even talk about it. Not only that, but 
it states that by doing anything other 
than deleting the email, I am breaking 
a law.

This is bad enough when the email 
does contain product information 
(though if it’s on the company website, 
what’s the point of the disclaimer?), but 
it becomes ludicrous when it follows 
casual email.

Joe: What are you doing for lunch today? Do you think Bob will want to join us?

This message and its contents are confidential, and are intended only for the 
recipient. Do not copy or send it to others.

Senseless Security



Or a joke. Occasionally, a friend sends collections of funny photos and videos (safe for work 
variety), clever sayings, and other amusing things found online. All are followed by his agency’s 
standard disclaimer.

I can’t help but wonder what the legal impact is of a disclaimer that is appended to every email 
regardless of content. I found several opinions online, most of which agree that in most cases, 
the disclaimer is meaningless, the exceptions being for email from attorneys or others whose 
messages are legally considered privileged communication.

Email Confidentiality Disclaimers: Annoying but Are The Legally Binding? “Dropping a standard 
confidentiality disclaimer at the bottom of every company email doesn’t unilaterally force on a 
recipient any duty of confidentiality. In other words, this disclaimer is of no legal effect.” 
Spare us the e-mail yada-yada “Lawyers and experts on internet policy say no court case has 
ever turned on the presence or absence of such an automatic e-mail footer in America, the most 
litigious of rich countries.”  

Blind copying
On a related matter, many manufacturers’ representatives send email using blind copy lists. Such 
information would be useful to the other specifiers, and to various other staff as well. Again, I know 
the senders would like me to pass their email on, but without knowing whom they sent it to, I am 
reluctant to forward it, as I know I will send to people who already have the email.

I understand the value of blind copying, and I encourage its use. If a manufacturer’s representative 
wants to send something to a hundred specifiers, none of them will want to see the lengthy “to” 
list. It would be better for those on the receiving end if the rep were to send to people in a single 
company with the recipients visible.

The ultimate disclaimer
Scanning through my own email, I found several disclaimers that exceeded 100 words, and one 
of 238 words. Which led me to wonder, “What is the longest disclaimer?” I’ve seen fake disclaimers 
of several hundred words, and many years ago, inspired by a particularly verbose disclaimer, I 
assembled one that is about 1,400 words.  

But for real email disclaimers written by companies, there are some doozies, including one that ran 
to more than 1,000 words. (www.theregister.co.uk/2001/05/18/the_2001_daftas_longest_email/) 
What’s the longest one you’ve seen?

Links 
Email Confidentiality Disclaimers: Annoying but Are The Legally Binding? www.
businessattorneyinaustin.com/2014/12/annoying-email-confidentiality-disclaimers/

Spare us the e-mail yada-yada www.economist.com/node/18529895

The information contained in this article is intended only for anyone who happens to read it. If 
received in error, failure to forward it to everyone on your contact list is prohibited. After reading, 
please delete all files, reformat all drives, and immediately take your computer to the nearest LEED-
certified incineration plant for disposal according to local ordinances. Upon completion, go directly 
to the local office of MiB (Men in Black) for neuralyzer treatment. 

© 2017, Sheldon Wolfe, RA, FCSI, CCS, CCCA, CSC

Agree? Disagree? Leave your comments at https://swspecificthoughts.blogspot.
com/2017/10/just-another-day-senseless-security.html



Advertising in Specifacts is an inexpensive way to get your business message out to 
the CSI members.

It also helps support the efforts of our local Nash-
ville CSI chapter. Below are our affordable rates. For 
more information, please contact:

Mike Martin
specifacts@southeastassociates.com

Business Card:  $100 for 6 editions

Quarter Page:   $35 per edition
   $150 for 6 editions

Half page:   $50 per edition
   $250 for 6 editions
   
Full page:   $100 per edition 
   $500 for 6 editions

advertise your business here



  The Gulf States Region of the Construction Specifications Institute 

Susan Davis and Aaron Miller are the GSR 2018 co-chairs along with 
many other Knoxville Chapter members.  The 2018 GSR theme is 
“Construction Forensics”.  Knoxville CSI has already booked several 
speakers including a structural engineer, a failure forensics speaker, a 
ceramic tile installation investigator, a fire chief speaking on structural 
fires, a fire protection engineer speaking on forensic fire science, a 
speaker on Americans with Disability Act mistakes. And they are 
planning more events. Be looking for some interesting, informative, and 
unique education opportunities. 
CSI Leadership Training has not been abandoned either. Knoxville is 
already working with the GSR President, John Murray, and the rest of 
the GSR officers and Board of Directors. Chapters should prepare now 
to send new Chapter officers, your future leaders, for some of that great 
GSR training and inspiration. CSI members old and new and young 
and old will benefit from this great conference. 
Oh, and Knoxville is a great place to visit! Bring your family and make it 
a trip to remember with great CSI events for the whole family and fun 
filled times seeing the sights of Knoxville. 
Knoxville, Tennessee is often described as a hidden gem. First-time 
visitors are typically amazed by all this city has to offer. The fact that 

some of its most appealing attractions are within walking distance of a 
very vibrant downtown is a plus. Very few places offer the opportunity 
to experience live music, culture, outdoor adventure, eclectic shopping 
and highly acclaimed cuisine in one unique location. It’s no wonder that 
Knoxville was recently named by Trip Advisor as a Top 10 Destination 
on the Rise. In this one unique city, mountains meet music… art meets 
adventure… and culture meets cuisine! 
History & Heritage : As the first capital of Tennessee, Knoxville is proud 
of its heritage and is committed to preserving it. A great many visitors 
come to Knoxville to learn more about Civil War sites in our area, and 
tour earthworks, battle sites and historic homes. While here, many stop 
by the East Tennessee History Center to learn about their own history 
available through the center’s premier genealogy research library. 
Knoxville Outdoors: Knoxville is one of the region’s most accessible 
cities for authentic outdoor adventure. 
Whether on a greenway through a historic park or on a natural trail 
through the woods, you will observe historic relics and beautiful 
wildflowers among the dogwood trees on these easy, three-mile hikes. 
Pedal your way along the colorful Dogwood Trails on family friendly 
bike rides through scenic neighborhoods and on local greenways. 
Museums & Galleries: Knoxville’s museums boast something for 
everyone. Together they tell the unique story of the culture and heritage 
of our region. 
Knoxville is home to a diverse community of artists, arts organizations 
and cultural institutions, a concentration of which you’ll find in the Arts 
District along Gay Street including  the East Tennessee History Center 

which is home to ever-
changing, award-winning 
exhibits and one of the 
region’s premier genealogy 
research libraries. The 
Knoxville Museum of Art 
celebrates the art and artists 
of East Tennessee and is 
home to one of the largest 
figurative glass-and-steel 
assemblages in the world. 
The McClung Museum at the 
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Gulf States Region 
CSI Annual Conference 

June 7-10, 2018 

The Gulf States Region CSI  includes Alabama ● Arkansas ● Florida Panhandle ● Louisiana ● Mississippi ● Tennessee 

The Gulf States Leader  
The Newsletter of the Gulf States Region  

November 2017 
Mark your 2018 calendar now for 

The GSR Conference    ●   June 7-10, 2018   ●  Knoxville Tennessee 

The SunSphere 
Location of the 

GSR Conference Awards Banquet 



  The Gulf States Region of the Construction Specifications Institute 

University of Tennessee features strong collections in anthropology, 
archaeology, decorative arts, local history and natural history. 
So join GSR members in Knoxville, Tennessee from June 8-9, 2018.  
The Knoxville Chapter is continuing to make plans for the conference 
which will be held at the Holiday Inn on the 1982 World’s Fair Park in 
downtown Knoxville.  World’s Fair Park features a splash pad/fountain 

where children play in the summertime. 
The Holiday Inn Downtown Knoxville is 
within walking distance (1175 feet) of 
Fort Kid, a large city park and playground 
designed for children 10 and under with 
massive wooden play structures.  Also 
within walking distance is Volunteer 
Landing which meanders along the 
Tennessee River with fountains near the 

boat landing and a children’s playground. Restaurants, night clubs, and 
shops are just walking minutes away from the hotel.  The Awards 
Banquet will be held at the iconic Sunsphere!  The Sunsphere offers a 
360 degree vista of the World’s Fair Park, downtown Knoxville and the 
University of Tennessee. This is an Awards Banquet you will want to 
attend!   
Dr. William Bass will be the Keynote Speaker!  Dr. Bass is a forensic 
anthropologist, best known for his research on human osteology and 
human decomposition. He has assisted federal, local, and non-U.S. 
authorities in the identification of human remains.  He taught at 
the University of Tennessee in Knoxville, and though currently retired 
from teaching, still plays an active research role at the University of 
Tennessee Anthropological Research Facility, which he founded.  The 
facility is more popularly known as "The Body Farm", a name used by 
crime author Patricia Cornwell in a novel of the same name,  which 
drew inspiration from Bass and his work.  Bass has also described the 
body farm as "Death's Acre" – the title of the book on his life and 
career, co-written with journalist Jon Jefferson. Jefferson and Bass, 
under the pen name "Jefferson Bass", have also written several 
fictional works: Carved In Bone, Flesh and Bone, The Devil's 
Bones, Bones of Betrayal, The Bone Thief, The Bone Yard, The 
Inquisitor's Key, Cut To the Bone, and The Breaking Point.  
This Conference will be well attended so make your reservations early.  
Contact the Hotel at 865-522-2800.  Use group code "CSI" to access 

the following conference rates: Standard Room - $ 126.00/Night (book 
early - limited rooms at this rate).  Plans are underway for great 
leadership sessions, CSI Leader Tools workshops, special educational 
tours, field trips and much more.  Mark your calendar now and make 
those hotel reservations now.   Conference registration is $225.00. 

The well appointed rooms at the 
Holiday Inn will be a nice place to 
rest and relax between education 
sessions  and meetings or after a 
“hard night of GSR frivolity”. 
Bring your family and enjoy the 
many amenities at this location. 
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Gulf States Region 
CSI Annual Conference 

June 7-10, 2018 

The Holiday Inn will be a 
great place to stay while 
enjoying all the sights that 
Knoxville has to offer. 
Shopping, entertainment, 
parks, play grounds, and 
many other points of 
interest are near the hotel. 

Contribute To Specifacts!!

Jan-Feb Issue   Deadline Jan 16th
March-April Issue  Deadline March 16th 
May-June Issue  Deadline May 16th
July-August Issue  Deadline July 16th
Sept-Oct Issue  Deadline Sept 16th
Nov-Dec Issue  Deadline Nov 16th
 

Send article ideas to:
Mike Martin
specifacts@southeastassociates.com



April Meeting





 
2018 Sponsorship Opportunities 

CSI Nashville Corporate Sponsors  $2000 unlimited 
Must have commitment in ASAP. 

Includes 2 preferred booths for Product Show in prominent space.  Booth preference will be 
determined by date of sign up. 

Recognition logo boards for Corporate Sponsors at the following CSI events:  
Golf Tournament, Product Show, 60th Anniversary/Christmas Celebration, and Monthly 
Meetings –including logo projection on screen prior to each meeting. 
 
Logo on Website and in Specifacts for entire year.  
 
Half page ad in Specifacts “Special Edition” 60th Anniversary/Christmas Celebration. 

 
10/9/18 Product Show @ Nissan Stadium 
-ALL Sponsors listed on closed circuit TVs day of show. 
$200   Lunch Sponsors -unlimited  
$500   Seminar Sponsors – three  available 
Company Logo on website for this event, on a display board by Seminar Room, 
and in recap edition of Specifacts.   
Two minute address at beginning of your sponsored seminar.  

(Vendor Booth Rental will be $600 for early bird sign up. $650 after that date.) 
 

Specifacts Ads – 5 Editions 
Business Card  $100 
¼ page   $150 
½ page   $250 
Full Page  $500 



advertise  your business here

Contact Mike Martin For Details
specifacts@southeastassociates.com

Advertising in Specifacts is an inexpensive way to get your business 
message out to the CSI members.

It also helps support the efforts of our local Nashville CSI chapter. 

 

Table Top Display for one Monthly Meeting $150   

Golf Tournament   TBD 

 
CSI Nashville’s 60th Anniversary and Christmas Event 

Merry & Bright for 60th Years! 
December 6th at The Maxwell House Hotel 

 
$800   60th Commemorative Hatch Show Prints 
Logo on Website this event & in Specifacts “Special Edition” & Signage at Stage  
 

$750  Merry & Bright Food Delights 
Logo on Website this event & in Specifacts “Special Edition” & Signage at Buffet 
 

$500    Merry & Bright Bar & Wine Sponsors   
Logo on Website this event & in Specifacts “Special Edition” & Signage at Bar  
 

 
 

Specifacts “Special Edition” Merry & Bright for 60th Years! 
Ads for Companies or Individuals for Congrats or Special Memories. 

What has CSI meant to you? 
This special edition will be handed out at the celebration party. 

Ads need to be in by Nov 15th, 2018 
$200   4 lines 
$300   1/4  page  ad 
$500   1/3  page  ad 
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CSI Nashville - Officers  & Directors/Committee Chairs & Co-Chairs
July 1, 2017 –June 30, 2018

President  Dan Cress  615-523-5235  dcress@tmpartners.com
Past President  Lynn Jolley  615-876-8096  ljolley@comcast.net
President Elect  Michael Gober  615-351-7468  michael.gober@shawinc.com
Treasurer  Jack Potter  615-370-8500  jpotter@hfrdesign.com
Secretary  Derek Hickman  615-953-9474 x708 derek@wisengineers.com
2nd year director David Bokian  615-353-5100  dbockian@twfrierson.com
2nd year director Kent Kile  615-347-4572  kkile@ppg.com
2nd year director Mark Buck  615-973-2013  mark_buck@bellsouth.net
1st year director Kevin Russell  615-767-6139  krussell@mcelroymetal.com
1st year director Jill Colby  615-330-2746  jcolby@marinoware.com
1st year director Jarrod Finger  865-850-8707  jarrod@wisengineers.com
**6 of the above persons must be present at board meetings for a voting quorum**

**6 of the above persons must be present at board meetings for a voting quorum**

Committee Chairs & Co-Chairs

Awards   Melanie Kenney 615-979-9497  mkenney@southlandbrickandblock.com
Awards co-chair Troy Williams  615-645-5929  twilliams@cauthenandassoc.com
Certification  Carl Manka  615-351-1177  CManka@comcast.net
Certification co-chair Lynn Jolley  615-876-8096  ljolley@comcast.net
Education  Michael Gober  615-351-7468  michael.gober@shawinc.com
Emerging Professionals Jarrod Finger  865-850-8707  jarrod@wisengineers.com
Golf Tournament Kelly Pugh  615-339-3387  Kelly.pugh@ppg.com
Holiday Party  Tiffany Goulet  615-423-8321  tiffany@nexgen-cr.com
Membership  Jill Colby  615-330-2746  jcolby@marinoware.com
Membership co-chair Stephen Martin  615-669-9363  stephenclydemartin@gmail.com
Planning  Misty Boyd  615-953-9474  mboyd@wisengineers.com
Product Show  Erin Stewart  615-790-9840  estewart@lojac.com
Programs  Amber Veach  615-238-6409  asveach@dixieply.com
Social Media  Arya Kabiri  423-326-4872  aryak@tmpartners.com
SpecHeads  Jerry Curtis  615-969-8970  tnbass@comcast.net
Specifacts  Mike Martin  615-864-6350  mike@southeastassociates.com
Toast and Tour  Tim Yoko  615-377-9773  tyoko@tmpartners.com
Website  Tiffany Goulet  615-423-8321  tiffany@nexgen-cr.com
Photography  Tyrone Bunyon  615-377-9773  tbunyan@tmpartners.com
Photography  Jim Christain  615-386-9962  JChristain@aol.com


