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Letting the paint dry
Paint is one of the 

more difficult 
sections of a specification 
to write”. This, I have 
been told time and 
again in my visits with 
architects. While this 
article space is too short 
to cover all facets of 
paint, it will attempt to 
whittle away a bit at the 
confusion that paint often 
offers.

There are four basic 
components in paint 
- pigment, binder, 
solvent and additives. 
Architectural paint, high 
performance coatings, 
automotive paints and 
other coatings, share 
these basic categories.

Volatile and non-volatile 
are terms that apply to 
these components. The 
solvent is volatile. It vents 
into the atmosphere 
leaving the pigments 
and binders and some 
of the additives as the 
non-volatile portion 
of the paint. The non-
volatile portion of the 

paint is what makes up 
the volume solids. We 
will cover the non-volatile 
portion of paint in a 
future article. For now, 
let’s focus on solvents; 
particularly water 
based coatings and the 
solvent portion of these 
products.

VOC is short hand 
for Volatile Organic 
Compounds. VOC 
generally refers to 
the volatile solvent 
component of the 
product excluding water, 
colorant and certain 
other exempt solvents. 
Water based as well as 
solvent based paints both 
have VOC’s as part of 
their formulation. When 
the VOC’s evaporate 
out of the applied paint 
film, they can combine 
with other atmospheric 
components to create 
SMOG. They also can 
absorb into porous 
substrates in buildings 
and contribute to 
chemical sensitivities and 

Sick Building Syndrome. 
Minimizing VOC’s when 
a building is constructed 
is a goal of the United 
States Green Building 
Council’s (USGBC) LEED 
(Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design) 
Standards. Under section  
EQ 4.2 (New Construction 
platform) the limits for 
VOC’s in paint are 50 g/L 
or less for flats, 150 g/L 
or less for non-flats, 200 
g/L or less for primers 
and 250 g/L or less for 
anti-corrosive primers 
on ferrous metal. These 
VOC standards are 
derived from Green Seal 
GS-11 (May 20, 1993) 
and GC-03 (January 7, 
1997) standards.  Other 
coatings such as stains, 
varnishes, primers and 
floor finishes use the 
SCAQMD (South Coast 
Air Quality Management 
District) standards that 
were in effect on January 
1, 2004. These limits 
apply only to products 
applied to the interior 
and on site. Exterior 

coatings are not subject 
to these limitations. 
Coatings applied off site 
do not have to meet 
these restrictions either. 
Paint can help attain 1 
point on a LEED project. 
While that does not 
sound like much, it is a 
relatively easy point to 
achieve.

There has been a 
significant reduction in 
VOC’s in paint over the 
decades. This trend will 
continue.

Zero VOC paints are the 
most current technology. 
This type of paint has 
been under development 
for some time. In recent 
years, this technology has 
arrived as the leader in 
where paint is headed. 
Most paint brands now 
offer a range of Zero 
VOC products. Some are 
now offering Zero VOC 
colorants as part of their 
systems. Under EPA Rule 
24, paint manufacturers 
are required to list the 
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VOC content of the 
product in the can and 
not any added VOC from 
tints. Depending on the 
paint product and the 
amount of tint added, 
there can be a significant 
difference between the 
VOC stated on the label 
and that actually in the 
can. Having said that, 
with the current water 
based paint products 
on the market, the 
VOC’s added by tinting 
paint is still quite small. 
Future rules may require 
manufacturers to list 
all VOC’s added to a 
product, but as for now, 
it is not a requirement. 
As this zero VOC 
technology continues 
to newer generations of 
resin systems, it may be 
possible that VOC‘s can 
totally be eliminated from 
architectural coatings 
products.

 New generations of 
both interior and exterior 
paints continue to come 
to market. One of the 
more interesting of 
these new generation 
of coatings is water 
borne alkyds. These 
products share many 
characteristics with their 
hydrocarbon brethren, 
but have less of the 
negatives. They are water 
thinned and water clean 
up. Some are less than 50 
g/L VOC content making 

them a great choice for 
LEED projects. Another 
nice benefit is the low 
odor. They have a mild 
alkyd smell, but not 
nearly as overpowering 
as higher VOC alkyds. 
They also have the 
gloss levels associated 
with their mineral spirit 
based relatives. Satin, 
Semi-Gloss and Gloss 
water borne alkyds are 
available. The hard alkyd 
finish that has given this 
family of resins years 
and years of preference 
in paint specifications is 
still a benefit. This water 
borne modification 
to the alkyd family 
appears to be just what 
the doctor ordered in 
keeping it as a viable 
product family for 
years to come. The 
expectation is that as 
the EPA reviews the 
AIM (Architectural and 
Industrial Maintenance) 
Rule that the paint 
industry adheres to; 
lower VOC limits will 
begin taking a toll on 
higher VOC products. 
The continually changing 
landscapes of the 
paint industry does 
make it somewhat of 
a navigational issue. 
Having the email address 
and phone number of a 
trusted paint rep from a 
reputable company can 
many times make these 
issues go away. Paint is 
an extremely versatile 

product. When combined 
with proper surface 
preparation, primers 
and application, it can 
give years and years of 
worry free protection 
and beauty. We will 
attempt in future articles 

continued from page 1 to answer some of these 
nuances and help section 
099000 to be less of a 
problem.
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W. Richard Cooper, Jr., PE, FCSI, CDT Retires
by Cheryl Crosby CSI, CCCA

Who would have imagined that our very 
own Richard Cooper would be retiring 

this month?  But, at  the end of March, Richard 
will indeed retire to live the life of leisure that 
he so deserves, splitting his time between his 
Tennessee River home and his new home in 
Florida.  

Richard influenced and enhanced many lives 
and many careers in his 43 years in the con-
struction industry.  He founded and presided 
over Orion Building Corporation, and he served 
faithfully in CSI.  Richard, a Fellow of the Insti-
tute, served on committees and held offices at 
every level of CSI up to Institute Vice President.  
He was crucial in making the Nashville Chapter 
the success that it is today by giving his time 
and talent in all capacities!

Please plan to thank and congratulate Richard 
at CSI’s March 15th luncheon and plan to come 

by Cinco de Mayo in Brentwood at 5:30 that 
evening for a toast to Richard’s happy and 
fulfilling retirement.  Richard and Gayle, we 
wish you every happiness!   

Gayle and Richard Cooper at the CSI Nashville, 
50th Anniversary Gala.

Wasco Skylights 
presents at March 
Meeting

This presentation 
addresses the 

fundamental design 
considerations of 
daylighting provided 
by Unit Skylights. 
Skylight components 
are addressed as well 

as the integration 
of artificial lighting. 
Skylight location and 
placement are looked 
at in relation to the 
climate, interior space 
and Daylighting needs.

Properly designed 
use of Daylighting 
and integrated light 
fixtures provide 
substantial energy 
savings. Natural 

continued on page 4



actual testing taking 
place on March 28th 
– April 9th.  Good luck 
to everyone sitting 
for the exams.   I can 
speak from experience 
when I say that if you 
have been attending 
the study 
classes 
you should 
be well 
prepared for 
the test.

I will 
take this 
opportunity to 
thank the program 
speakers at our 
chapters February 
meeting. Ken Scalf, 
local sustainability 
consultant, and Terry 
Cobb, building official 
for Metro Nashville 
and Davidson 
County, provided 
an update on the 
progress of the IgCC 
(international green 
construction code) 
and what it means 
to the construction 
industry.  Thank you 
for sharing you time 
and knowledge with 
our Chapter.

Please make plans 

Nashville Chapter CSI

www.csinashville.org

Construction Specifications Institute
P.O. Box 25267

Nashville, TN 37202

Contact Us
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continued from page 3

Daylighting has proven 
to increase student 
test scores, increase 
retail sales and 
promote wellness.

New energy efficient 
glazing materials 
utilizing Aerogel 
are also part of the 
presentation. 

Wasco Products is a 
Registered Provider 
with the American 
Institute of Architects 
Continuing Education 
Systems. Credit 
earned on completion 
of this program will 
be reported to AIA 
CES Records for AIA 
members. Certificates 
of Completion for 
non-AIA members 
are available upon 
request.

President’s Message

Randy Huffman
CSI CDT

As we move into 
March I hope the 

warmer temperature 
has everyone out 
and about.  Maybe 
you are starting that 
new outdoor project 
around the home or 
just hitting the golf 
course after a long 
cold winter, but most 
of all I hope everyone 
is out starting a new 
construction project.  

During March, CSI 
will continue holding 
Construction Contract 
Document Classes at 
the Tennessee Board 
of Regents office 
culminating with a 
mock exam for those 
taking the CDT exam 
on March 17th and 

now to attend our 
March 15th Chapter 
meeting where we will 
have the opportunity 
to say congratulations 
to Richard Cooper on 
his much deserved 
upcoming retirement.  

Also at 
our March 
meeting we 
will have a 
day lighting 
program 
from Mark 
Brink with 

Wasco Skylights.

The Chapter has 
several exciting 
upcoming events so if 
you haven’t already, 
please take a moment 
and visit the “Events” 
tab on our website 
www.csinashville.org. 
Tiffany Goulet the 
Chapter’s Membership 
Chair and Electronics 
Communications 
Chair is doing a great 
job keeping us up 
to date with not 
only upcoming CSI 
events but also other 
construction related 
activities throughout 
Nashville.  

http://www.csinashville.org
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March Member Anniversaries

Bea Thompson CSI, 
AIA

Moody/Nolan Ltd.

30 Years

Join us as we wish Richard a 
happy retirement! Bring your 

best toast to celebrate the 
good times shared with him 
during his successful career! 

Richard Cooper is  
RETIRING ! 

Cinco de Mayo (309-9196) 
4944 Thoroughbred Lane  

Brentwood, TN 37027  

Date: Tuesday, March 15, 2011 

Toast will be at 6 PM in the room near the bar!  
Questions? E-mail Cheryl at ccrosby@amsurg.com. 

Time: 5:30 - 7 p.m. 

John McNicholas CSI, 
CDT

Johns Manville 
Roofing Systems

18 Years

Ralph Velasquez CSI, 
CDT, USGBC, RCI

Tremco Inc.

15 Years

Tiffany Goulet CSI, 
CDT

Tnemec Company, Inc.

10 Years

Mark J Buck CSI, AIA, 
NCARB

Mark Buck Architect

8 Years

Tex Stohl CSI, CDT

3 Years

Erin Herb CSI

Atlas Carpet

2 Years

Ross Rhoades CSI

Draper Inc.

1 Year
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Coming to Spec Heads in April...



GULF  STATES  REGION  CSI
2011  CONFERENCE

 Friday, April 29 & Saturday, April 30, 2011

Renaissance Riverview Plaza Hotel, Mobile, Alabama

Join us in Mobile!!!

The Birthplace
of

Mardi Gras

Preliminary Agenda: 
Friday, April 29, 2011      Saturday, April 30, 2011

7:20 am   Golfers leave hotel (tee time 8:00 am)  8:00 am – 12:00 pm  Registration Open 

11:00 am – 5:00 pm  Registration Open    9:00  – 11:50 am      Dual Track CEU Seminars

2:00 pm – 3:00 pm  GSR Board of Directors Meeting   8:45 am – 3:00 pm Table Tops open

3:30 pm – 4:30 pm  Opening General Session   12:00 pm – 1:00 pm Lunch

4:30 pm – 6:00 pm  Mix & Mingle-Hospitality Suite   1:00 – 2:50 pm       Dual Track CEU Seminars

6:30 pm   Dinner at XXXX     3:00 pm – 4:30 pm GSR Annual Meeting

8:00 pm – until  Hospitality Suite Open    4:30 pm – 5:30 pm Hospitality Suite Open

         6:00 pm – 8:30 pm Dinner & Awards  

         9:00 pm   Hospitality Suite Open 
Note: Registration form will be posted by 2/3/11 at: 
 http://gulfstates.csinet.org     to be determined GSR Water Ballet
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The Construction Specifications Institute – Nashville Chapter

Board Meeting

Meeting Date: February 15, 2011

Present:                Randy Huffman, Kevin Russell, Erin Chambers, Dan Cress, Jerry Curtis, Cheryl Crosby, Troy Williams, Bob Grummon, 
Kevin Corkern, Tim Yoko, Tom Parshall, Kent Kile, Mike Leonard, Tiffany Goulet

Call To Order and Officers’ Reports

1. Randy Huffman called the meeting to order and passed out the Agenda.

a. A quorum was present.

Committee Reports

1. Academic Affairs: Kevin Russell

a. The updated CSI Student Chapter By-Laws have not been received yet from the Institue. This is needed in order to receive 
certification for the student chapter.

b. Previous plans for a student chapter site visit to the new Student Union currently under construction was cancelled due to bad 
weather, and is being rescheduled for March.

2. Awards: Troy Williams

a. The deadline for Region Awards submissions has been moved to March 30th. Let Troy know of any nominations. 

3. Planning: Tom Parshall

a. A current planning calendar was handed out.

b. Planning for the Regional Conference in Nashville on August 12th through 14th is continuing and moving forward. Committees are 
making great progress, although some committee Chairs have changed or backed out. A Sponsorship Chair is needed. Sponsorship 
is a very important aspect of the conference. A big turn out  (minimum of 185 registrants) is needed in order to make the budget 
work. 76 hotel rooms are committed for the first night and 60 for the second night, and there is a commitment for spending $10,000 
for food. We need to start pushing publicity and advertising the event. 

4. Certification: Carl Manka

a. More attendance is still needed for CDT sessions.

5. Electronic Communication:  Woody Bruhn / Tiffany Goulet

a. Randy Huffman reported that all is up and running well.

6. Membership: Tiffany Goulet 

a. Randy Huffman reported that current membership is 135, up from 129 last August. 
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7. Product Show: Tim Yoko

a. The BOMA (Building Owners and Management Association) conference will be March 31st, and will be an opportunity for CSI 
Nasville to get exposure. The booth space is free, only cost will be for shipping the booth. Tim Yoko will attend.

b. Discussed combining costs/discounts for the upcoming CSI Leadership Conference to be held in Nashville with the CSI Product 
Show to attract more vendors. 

8. Programs:  Tex Stohl

a. Randy reported that help is needed in getting programs filled for the remainder of the year.

9. Publications: Erin Chambers

a. Articles are still needed for Specifacts. 

10. Technical: Jerry Curtis

a. As a follow-up to the recent Specheads meeting topic regarding the lighting industry, CESCO will be presenting for another meeting 
in June, specifically regarding LED lighting.

b. Ludowici will be presenting in March on the subject of Clay Roof Tile.

c. April and May are currently open.

11. Gulf States Regional Meeting

a. Will be held on April 29th in Mobile, Alabama.

b. By show of hands, 7 people indicated interest in attending. 

c. Options for travel and lodging were discussed. It was determined that carpooling would be more economical than air travel, and that 
renting vehicles would be more economical than reimbursement for miles. The trip is 450 miles one way and takes about 8 hours 
to drive.

d. For lodging, the hotel offers a discount, and the chapter also offers a 50% discount on top of that.

12. Spring Event: Randy offered the idea of a fun event or mixer for the spring, such as going to a Sounds baseball game, possibly in May 
or June. Group rates are available (around $28 per person) with a 25% deposit.

            

Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully Submitted,

Daniel Cress, AIA, CSI, LEED AP

Secretary

copy: All Officers, Directors & Committee Chairs



Randy Huffman, President
(615) 244-0440 

(615) 244-4553 fax
rhuffman@alley-cassetty.com
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(615) 377-9773 

(615) 370-4147 fax
tyoko@tmpartners.com

Woody Bruhn, 1st Vice President
(615) 772-3468 

woody@coolsunlight.com
 

Mike Leonard, Immediate Past President
(615) 329-1399

(615) 329-1486 fax
mleonard@haa.us

Dan Cress, Secretary
(615) 377-9773 

(615) 370-4147 fax
dcress@tmpartners.com

Jack Potter, Treasurer (615) 370-8500 
(615) 370-8530 fax

jpotter@hfrdesign.co                                                            

   Founded in 1948, CSI is a non-profit technical
organization dedicated to the advancement of
construction technology through communication,
research, education, and service. CSI serves the
interests of architects, engineers, specifiers,
contractors, product manufacturers, and others in the
construction industry.
    Specifacts is published monthly by the Nashville
ChapterCSI. This publication acts as a moderator
without approving, disapproving or guaranteeing the
validity or accuracy of any data, claims or opinions
appearing under a byline or obtaining or quoted from 
an acknowledged source. The Chapter does not consti-
tute any endorsement of products featured in
advertisements

A b o u t  U s . . .
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Kevin Russell, Academic Liaison
(615) 767-6139
krussell@mcelroymetal.com

Troy Williams, Awards
(615) 356-9911
(615) 352-6737 fax
troy@bargecauthen.com

Carl Manka, Certification
(615) 504-6625
(615) 366-3992 fax
carl.manka@tbr.edu

Kent Kile, Education
(615) 347-4572
(615) 251-1885 fax
kkile@ppg.com

Tiffany Goulet
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(615) 333-1000
(615) 333-1006 fax
tiffanyannwil@aol.com

Loretta Baltz, Friendship
(615) 844-1017
(615) 250-9425 fax
Loretta_baltz@mcgraw-hill.com

Tiffany Goulet, Membership
(615) 333-1000
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(615) 399-5275
(615) 399-5285 fax
tlparch@bellsouth.net
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Tex Stohl, Programs
(615) 360-7013
(615) 360-7137 fax
tex.stohl@kone.com

Erin Chambers, Publications/
Editor
(615) 790-9840
(615) 790-9927 fax
echambers@lojac.com

John Arndt, Scholarship
(615) 256-3185
(615) 256-6263 fax
johna@dwccares.com

Jerry Curtis, Technical
(615) 790-2828
tnbass@comcast.net
 

Kathy Richards, Chapter 
Director
(615) 754-5393 
(615) 754-5340 fax
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Director
(615) 772-3468 
woody@coolsunlight.com

Kevin Corkern, Chapter 
Director
(615) 399-5275
(615) 399-5285 fax
kevin@tlparchitects.com

Bob Grummon, Chapter 
Director
(615) 322-2715
(615) 343-4830 fax
Robert.grummon@
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Becky Wagoner, Chapter 
Director
(615)743-3334
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ing.com

Kent Kile, Chapter 
Director
(615) 347-4572
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kkile@ppg.com

Commitee Chairs 

Directors

Chapter Officers


