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On behalf of AIA Tennessee, we would like to invite CSI members to attend the opening reception at 

the AIA Tennessee Expo on Wednesday, July 30th, 4:30 -6:30, FREE OF CHARGE! Drink tickets 

will be available for purchase.  We look forward to seeing you in the Davidson Ballroom at the Music 

City Center!!!

Sheila Leggett

Please RSVP if you will be attending the Opening Party:

Opening Party RSVP: https://adobeformscentral.com/?f=w%2Ap4jwcEWq3ENoHQCZdPjA

YOU’RE INVITED...
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CSI, IIDA, & IFMA golf tournament at Old Hickory Golf Course on Monday, May 12th 2014
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I don't know how this issue has escaped me for nearly forty years,
but I'm not alone. In that time, I have occasionally talked about
coefficient of friction for floors, but I just discovered there has been
no widely accepted standard for slip resistance. Not only that, but
neither the IBC nor ADA define slip resistance, even though both
require slip resistant floors and walkways.

How the heck is that possible? Think of all the very specific
requirements in the building code. How did they miss this one? And
think of ADA, with its Byzantine combination of Spock like precision
in some areas, and a "Take a guess and we'll see you in court"
approach to other requirements. How can it be that the good folks
who write the ADA requirements know exactly what so many
dimensions must be, but they have no idea what they mean by slip
resistant? It seems to me that not falling on your arse is a lot more
important than a quarter inch difference in the location of a water
closet, but this apparently no, this obviously important performance
characteristic has had no definition.

The IBC, in 1003.4, requires that "Walking surfaces of the means of
egress shall have a slip resistant surface and be securely attached" but does not define what slip resistance
is. Apparently, the IBC doesn't care about floors not in an egress path.

According to the US Access Guide:

Accessible surfaces must be slip resistant ... However, the standards do not specify a minimum level
of slip resistance … because a consensus method for rating slip resistance remains elusive. While
different measurement devices and protocols have been developed … a widely accepted method
has not emerged. Compliance with the standards requires specifying surface materials, textures, or
finishes that prevent or minimize slipperiness under the conditions likely to be found on the
surface. Standard practices for minimizing floor or ground slipperiness will likely satisfy compliance
with the standards … [my emphasis].

Makes you feel all warm and fuzzy, doesn't it?

It's not that there are no standards related to slip resistance. We have:

ASTM C1028 Standard Test Method for Determining the Static Coefficient of Friction of Ceramic Tile
and Other Like Surfaces by the Horizontal Dynamometer Pull Meter Method.

ASTM D2047 Standard Test Method for Static Coefficient of Friction of Polish Coated Floor Surfaces
as Measured by the James Machine

ASTM D5859 Standard Test Method for Determining the Traction of Footwear on Painted Surfaces
Using the Variable Incidence Tester.

ASTM F462 Standard Consumer Safety Specification for Slip Resistant Bathing Facilities.

ASTM F489 Standard Test Method for Using a James Machine (measures slip resistance).
Withdrawn 2005.

ASTM F609. Standard Test Method for Using a Horizontal Pull Slipmeter.
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ASTM F695 Standard Practice for Ranking of Test Data Obtained for Measurement of Slip
Resistance of Footwear Sole, Heel, and Related Materials.

ASTM F802 Standard Guide for Selection of Certain Walkway Surfaces When Considering Footwear
Traction. Withdrawn 2012.

ASTM F1679 Standard Test Method for Using a Variable Incidence Tribometer. Withdrawn 2006.

ASTM F1637 Standard Practice for Safe Walking Surfaces.

UL410 Slip Resistance of Floor Surface Materials (similar to ASTM D2047).

NFSI/ANSI B101.1 Test Method for Measuring Wet SCOF of Common Hard Surface Floor Materials.

Surely, with all those standards and there are many more! determining what slip resistance means
should be easy. Well, not quite. As noted, some of the standards have been withdrawn, and, with a couple
of exceptions, most are test methods or discussions of slip resistance only that do not set minimum
standards.

To make things more interesting, there is strong disagreement about the validity of various test methods
and equipment. For example, the Ceramic Tile Institute of America (CTIOA) objects to the use of ASTM
C1028, claiming it is "widely recognized as being inappropriate for assessing pedestrian safety" and that it
"can give 'safe' ratings to very slippery materials." CTIOA and others argue that ASTM C1028, which
measures static coefficient of friction, has little to do with real world slip resistance. Furthermore, the
ASTM C1028 test method is limited to the laboratory, which makes it useless for testing in place conditions.

Some of the standards specify a coefficient of friction, but do not indicate if it is for wet or dry conditions,
or do not specify the test method. Given the different materials and methods used for testing, those
standards mean nothing. An additional complication is inherent in the nature of the products: we walk on
them, so normal wear reduces their slip resistance. Unless there is a maintenance program to replace
flooring as the coefficient of friction changes, does it make sense to specify a property that may be valid
only for a couple of years?

Another contentious issue is the test condition; most tests are done dry. Even if a test is performed under
wet conditions, there is little agreement about what those conditions should be. How wet is wet? Should
the tests be performed with deionized water? Or with a soap solution? What about oil? Or, for that matter,
banana peels?

The test methods themselves present more variables; the flooring itself is only one of the materials used in
a test. Many of the older tests use leather, presumably because that was a common material for shoe soles.
Being a natural material, leather is not consistent from one sample to the next. Today, many shoes use
something other than leather for soles, and it's likely that the coefficients of friction vary from one material
to another. It is clear that no single test will be applicable in all situations, or that it will accurately replicate
even one real world condition.

One of the more recent standards is ANSI B101, which is unique in its extent. Much more than a test
method, it includes a discussion of slip and fall dynamics and factors that affect slip resistance of all
walkway surfaces. It sets three traction levels: High, with a static coefficient of friction (SCOF) greater than
0.6, Moderate, at 0.40 to 0.60, and Low, at less than 0.40.

It doesn't look like this issue will be resolved anytime soon. Perhaps it's just too slippery.

© 2014, Sheldon Wolfe, RA, FCSI, CCS, CCCA, CSC

Agree? Disagree? Leave your comments at http://swconstructivethoughts.blogspot.com/.
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 PRESIDENT’S FAREWELL...
Let me take one more opportunity to thank everyone that contributed 
to this great past year for CSI Nashville.  Someone asked me how we 
did it at Gulf States Region. I said you’ve got to have good P’s: 
people, programs, persistence and planning. We increased 
membership, won numerous awards, added to the coffers, and had 
some good programs and great fellowship.

Thanks again!  I hope everyone had a great Independence Day and 
has a great summer.

Jim Christain,
Immediate Past President
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 PRESIDENT’S WELCOME...

Hello to all my fellow Nashville Chapter CSI members and welcome 
to our new year !! After thirty plus years as a member of this chapter, 
and holding just about every position over the years, somehow, you 
let me advance to become the new Chapter President. It will be hard 

enough to fill the shoes of my immediate predecessor, Jim Christain, but when I think about all the 
others before him, then I become really worried.

CSI and its members mean so very much to me and the friendships I’ve been lucky enough to form 
continue to this day and hopefully years to come. I hope I can count all of you in this group.

I won’t promise you that I can or will make us bigger or better, but I will promise you, that I will do all 
that I can on both fronts, plus follow through on everything I say.

Other things that have changed as a result of our new year are that some of the other Chapter Officers 
have moved up a notch on the leadership pole. Some of our Chapter Directors continue to serve, plus 
some new ones have joined the Board, plus most of the Committee Chairs have remained. Thanks to 
all of you for your service !! I think the new list is elsewhere in this edition.

Last week, with the help of all the ones I just mentioned, we held our annual planning meeting and 
although we did not plan out our entire year, we do have some things decided on, some directions to 
move and more to come. Please feel free to speak up with any ideas you have, any input or interest 
you would like to voice or more importantly, if you would like to help with any task. Our most imme-
diate need is for speakers and ideas for presentations at our membership meetings. In the past, the 
tours we’ve taken have gone over well, but where else do you have interest in going ?? If you have any 
ideas, please let me hear from you. Please understand this is truly as much your Chapter as it is mine 
and we want your help. Not to mention I need your help !!

Our August 19th membership meeting will be the first one after our summer break and the first one of 
our new year. We have a great presentation planned about 3D Laser Scanning & Modeling.

Please make plans to join us !!

Rick Jones,
President
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MAY
ANNIVERSARIES!!!

NEW MEMBERS!!!

JAMES CHRISTAIN
40 YEARS

JOHN FORBES
29 YEARS

JOHN MAXWELL
MAXWELL ROOFING & SHEET METAL, INC.

25 YEARS

JOHN COKE
HFR DESIGN, INC.

13 YEARS

JIM WADDELL
THE WIREMOLD COMPANY

18 YEARS

TROY WILLIAMS
BARGE CAUTHEN & ASSOCIATES, INC.

20 YEARS

JAMES BELL
ASSA ABLOY

13 YEARS
RANDY HUFFMAN

READING ROCK, INC.
12 YEARS

WENDELL LEISINGER
SCHNEIDER ELECTRIC

10 YEARS

RANDY CAMPBELL
PAREX USA, INC.

3 YEARS

NENA BOWLING
METRO NASHVILLE AIRPORT AUTHORITY

9 YEARS

DAVID JOHNSON
JOHNSON JOHNSON CRABTREE ARCHITECTS

9 YEARS

STEVEN McDANIEL
MARINOWARE INDUSTRIES

1 YEAR

ADRIENNE MARTIN
STUDENT

DON WILLIAMS
WILLIAMS RESTORATION

22 YEARS

KEVIN CORKERN
METRO NASHVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

25 YEARS

WALLACE HUTCHERSON
WALLACE J. HUTCHERSON CONSTRUCTION CO.

31 YEARS

BOYD JACOWAY
33 YEARS

KATHY PEDIGO
34 YEARS

JOHN POTTER JR.
HFR DESIGN, INC.

33 YEARS

JUNE
ANNIVERSARIES!!!

BRENT WILLIAMS
ENERGY CONTROL CONSULTANTS, INC.

10 YEARS
WEBB HOSSE

ORION BUILDING CORP.
9 YEARS

WADE TRIPP
CRAWFORD DOOR SALES

6 YEARS
ROBERT GERKEN

MCGRAW HILL CONSTRUCTION
2 YEARS

DON JOHNSON
VINTAGE MARKETING

2 YEARS

CLEVE DRIVER
GUARDIAN INDUSTRIES

1 YEAR

STEPHANIE PIELICH
JOHNSON JOHNSON CRABTREE ARCHITECTS

2 YEARS

SAMUEL ANDERSON
ANDERSON ARCHITECTS

SCOTT BEASLEY
PPG

AMBER VEACH
AMBER S. VEACH

1 YEAR
JACOB KASBRICK

1 YEAR



Up Next...Join us for our monthly CHAPTER meetings on 
the THIRD Tuesday from 11:30-1:00

at the Adventure Science Center
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Up Next...Join us for our monthly SPECHEADS meetings on the 
SECOND Tuesday from 11:30-1:00

at Southland Brick and Block Design Center

August 12th 
Ameristar Fence Products
Presentation by: Wayne Norman

August 19th 
3D Laser Scanning & Modeling
Presentation by: SCHOEL Consulting Engineers
In their presentation, they will provide case studies of projects that they have performed and how both 
the point clouds and 3D Models have been used for the purpose of design and analysis in a number 
of different settings.  Please join us for our August Membership meeting when we will have SCHOEL 
Consulting Engineers, out of Birmingham Alabama, present 3D Laser Scanning & Modeling.  

This reality capture technology provides the most accurate & detailed recording of existing conditions 
available today. It is being employed in all types of construction, industrial, & commercial applications for 
a number of different purposes. In a matter of minutes it is possible to generate a point cloud containing 
millions of data points from which measurements can be obtained. This short process can potentially 
eliminate hours or days spent in the fi eld measuring and mapping existing conditions.  A 3-Dimensional 
Scan will record data and items that would typically be missed or would be extremely diffi cult or even 
impossible to obtain with traditional means.  This detailed and fast operation can bring the fi eld to your 
desktop without ever having to leave the offi ce. 

Once the point cloud is generated, registered, cleaned and refi ned it can be utilized to determine spe-
cifi c locations of structural, mechanical or architectural elements along with any other items that are 
necessary to the design or analysis. It provides the ability to determine horizontal & vertical measure-
ments of these elements and how they relate to one another. The point cloud can then be converted 
into a 3D model from which you can begin your design or layout process immediately. 

This eye-opening presentation is a great way to kick off our new CSI year!!  
We hope to see you there!!

SPECIFACTS•MAY/JUNE 2014
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Ashland Soyad CSI Newsletter Article

Final

Formaldehyde-Emitting Wood Bonding Adhesives:
Separating Fact from Fiction

by
Dr. Melinda Burn and David Stutzman

Many manufactured wood products used to build and furnish schools, medical facilities and other 
commercial buildings and offices are made with formaldehyde-based adhesives. Thanks to their supe-
rior bonding properties, these wood-bonding adhesives are found in products such as construction-
grade plywood, hardwood plywood, medium-density fiberboard (MDF), oriented strand board (OSB) 
and particleboard, as well as manufactured-wood furnishings, such as cabinets, desks, tables and 
engineered wood flooring.

However, the formaldehyde in these adhesives can be a concern, as well. That is because some of 
the formaldehyde in finished products made with these adhesives can be emitted into indoor environ-
ments. Since formaldehyde has been designated a human carcinogen by the U.S. government and 
other regulatory bodies around the world, concerns have been raised in the public and among public 
officials about the threat of these formaldehyde emissions to human health and the quality of indoor 
air, particularly when the formaldehyde is trapped indoors by increasingly tighter weatherproofing 
systems. 

As a result of these heightened concerns, it is very important that specifiers separate the facts from fic-
tion about formaldehyde-emitting adhesives in order to make informed decisions about the construc-
tion materials and manufactured-wood furnishings they specify. 

Formaldehyde Emission Rates Vary 

Several factors determine the amount and rate of formaldehyde emissions from wood-bonding adhe-
sives.
• The nature of the bond within the formaldehyde adhesive system itself. The weaker the chemical      
bond, the more formaldehyde is released into the environment. Urea formaldehyde, one of the most 
commonly used materials, has the highest emission levels because its bond breaks down in high tem-
peratures and very humid, moisture-generating conditions – a reaction called hydrolysis.  
• The concentration of formaldehyde-based adhesive in the product itself. The higher the concentra-
tion, the more likely it will emit formaldehyde. 
• Whether a “scavenger,” most commonly urea, has been added to the resin to bond with some of the 
free formaldehyde, so that it does not escape into the environment. 
• Temperature and humidity. The higher the temperature and humidity, the more formaldehyde is re-
leased into the environment.
• Where the adhesive exists in the final product. With hardwood plywood and engineered wood floor-
ing, for example, the top layer of the finished product is a wood veneer, which helps to seal the form-
aldehyde in the board and slow the rate of off-gassing. 
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Because the stakes have been raised, many adhesive manufacturers have found ways to reduce 
formaldehyde emissions from their products, although the fundamental chemistry has not changed 
significantly. As a result, there are more wood-bonding adhesive options on the market. 
No Added Formaldehyde Adhesives

More and more manufacturers of engineered wood products are transitioning to no-added- formal-
dehyde (NAF) adhesives, which neither contain nor release any formaldehyde into the environment. 
Adhesives based on soy flour represent the newest industrial resin technology in the NAF category. 
They have gained significant market share in decorative plywood and engineered wood flooring and 
have been making in-roads into particleboard, MDF and OSB. Among their competitive advantages, 
soy-based adhesives meet performance specifications, can be substituted with relative ease in manu-
facturing processes and are safe to handle. 

NAF resins also include isocyanates, which are extremely strong and highly resistant to water. They 
are widely used in OSB production and are gaining ground in other engineered wood products. How-
ever, the use of isocyanates in products such as plywood and engineered wood flooring is limited 
because manufacturers must install special environmental controls to protect workers from exposure 
to them and they are not compatible with some manufacturing processes. 

Also in the NAF category are polyvinyl acetate (PVAc) adhesives, which are commonly used by fab-
ricators assembling furniture or small components and are occasionally found in plywood or engi-
neered wood flooring. They are easy to pump and handle, but require very fast manufacturing times, 
which can complicate production. Some PVAc adhesives contain small amounts of formaldehyde, so 
care must be taken when specifying them and then claiming they are formaldehyde free. 

No-Added-Urea-Formaldehyde Adhesives

Occupying the middle ground with respect to formaldehyde emissions are resins made with either 
phenol-formaldehyde (PF) or melamine-formaldehyde (MF). They are categorized as “no-added urea-
formaldehyde” (NAUF) adhesives, a term that can be confusing to the marketplace and easily misin-
terpreted to mean that there is no formaldehyde of any kind in the adhesive. In fact, NAUF adhesives 
do contain formaldehyde reacted with either phenol or melamine. 

PF adhesives have a very low formaldehyde emission rate due to the resin’s resistance to hydrolysis. 
They also have certain disadvantages. They are more expensive than more widely-used urea- formal-
dehyde (UF) adhesives, have higher processing requirements to cure, are very dark in color and may 
not be suitable with some manufacturing equipment.

NAUF adhesives made with MF resins are typically found in interior grade products that require greater 
strength and improved moisture resistance, although they are less resistant to hydrolysis than PF res-
ins. These adhesives also cost more than UF adhesives and may not be suitable for use with some 
manufacturing equipment.    
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Urea-Formaldehyde Adhesives 

Urea-formaldehyde (UF) adhesives are the most widely used today. These low-cost adhesives are 
easy to use in a wide variety of conditions, cure at low temperatures, have excellent thermal properties 
and the cured resin does not impart any color change to the finished panels. 

UF adhesives release formaldehyde into the indoor environment at rates higher than other adhesives 
because of their reduced resistance to moisture and humidity, especially when the ambient tempera-
ture rises. These conditions result in the hydrolysis of the UF bond, which increases the rate of form-
aldehyde emissions. As a result, UF adhesives are most often found in products used in building 
interiors, where there is less exposure to moisture. 

UF adhesives that contain melamine as a co-reactant are often called melamine urea-formaldehyde 
(MUF) adhesives. The melamine provides improved strength and durability to the adhesive, while re-
ducing the hydrolysis rate, which helps to lower formaldehyde emissions from the adhesive.

LEED Compliant Engineered Wood Products

Recent updates to LEED (LEED v4) changed how manufacturers can produce LEED-compliant en-
gineered wood products, as well as the information they are required to convey about the adhesive 
used to make them. LEED v4 requires either that composite wood products meet the California Air 
Resources Board (CARB) emission testing requirements for ultra-low-emitting formaldehyde (ULEF) 
products or that these products be made with a no-added-formaldehyde (NAF) adhesive. Specifiers 
searching for a level of transparency and information on formaldehyde content in an adhesive will have 
to rely on the Material & Resource (MR) section for Building Product Disclosure and Optimization of 
LEED v4. The MR section requires that there be no Benchmark-1 hazards using the GreenScreen v1.2 
Benchmark system. Formaldehyde would be identified as a Group 1 Human hazard by GreenScreen 
and any adhesive using formaldehyde would not qualify for this point.

Dr. Melinda Burn is global business director, Sustainable Building and Construction, Ashland Inc. 
She can be reached at mjburn@ashland.com. David Stutzman is an architect and president of Con-
spectus, an independent specifications consulting firm that advises architects, designers, builders and 
others about building construction and building materials. He can be reached at dstutzman@conspec-
tusinc.com. 

WANT TO ADVERTISE YOUR COMPANY BY HAVING YOUR BUSINESS CARD IN THE SPECIFACTS? 
CONTACT TIFFANY GOULET FOR INFORMATION.
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Gulf States Region Conference in New Orleans 2014
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Gulf States Region Conference in New Orleans 2014
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OTHER UPCOMING EVENTS...

 

THIRSTY THURSDAY
we can promise lots of fun networking with great people from three organizations

CONSTRUCT offers a relevant, accredited education program, 
an expansive exhibit hall floor filled with t he l atest services, 
products and technologies, as well as a myriad of networking 
opportunities. In conjunction with the CSI Annual Convention, 
the event is coupled with technical tours, activities and special 

events. CONSTRUCT is the only dedicated national event specifically designed to provide the com-
mercial building team real-world, practical products and education solutions.

Find hundreds of exhibitors with the newest trends and practices on the show floor and, with non-con-
flicting hours, attend your choice of over 50 accredited courses. The education program sessions, 
taught by experts, offer AIA LUs and HSWs and GBCI CE. Unparalleled networking opportunities in-
clude the Welcome Reception, the CSI Night Out event and other social events.

We look forward to seeing you in Charm City.

This calendar is a live Google calendar so anyone using an Android 
smartphone or iOS (Apple) can link to it quickly and get chapter 
events on their calendars and agendas. Please contact Devin Righter 
with any questions.

CSI NASHVILLE CHAPTER 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Visit our webpage at 
http://www.csinashville.org/events.php 
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2014 CONSTRUCTION PRODUCT SHOW
Tuesday, October 21

LP Field East Club Level, One Titans Way, Nashville, TN

Exhibits open from 10:30 – 5:30 Free Lunch 11:30 – 1:30 Door Prizes Galore

Four exciting accredited Seminars offered at no charge throughout the day.

See what’s new in commercial products and visit with the product experts.

4:30 5:30 Young Professionals Design Competition & Hors d’ oeuvres at Booths

Reminder to all Vendors wanting Booth Space
Contact Vicki Long ASAP to reserve your booth:

vickie.dyer@mhfi.com 270 585 9241

TABLE TOP SPONSORSHIPS $100 each.
Your company name will be displayed on

individual tables set up for our guests

Contact Melanie Kenney to become a sponsor:

mkenney@southlandbrickandblock.com 615 979 9497

OTHER UPCOMING EVENTS...



To provide a forum to allow Young Professionals to exhibit creative, real world solutions to current
opportunities throughout the Construction and Design Industry.

Those Young Professionals interested in participating will be able to address one item of their selection
which addresses a current need of the built environment and can be applied to any sector of occupancy:
residential, commercial, industrial, entertainment, etc. Final presentations will be displayed at the 2014
Nashville CSI Product Show to be held on Thursday, October 21 at the Tennessee Titans’ Stadium for
viewing by the attending Architect, Contractors, Product Representatives, Consultants, and Owners.
Awards will be provided to the three finalists.

The design and construction industry is currently facing challenges to develop better ways to solve
outstanding opportunities and improve the quality of life for those inhabiting the built environment.
This year’s competition will center on problem solving and communication; the former being the
development of a building component or system that will allow for integration into the built
environment; the latter being for the clarity of concept in the final presentation. Select one of the two
options below:

Option 1: Building System Element

The concepts can range from rain water harvesting for gray water usage in a facility to better insulation
methods, integration of more efficient design delivery to the design and construction teams,
construction of facilities in controlled environments (factory built structures), etc. Creative solutions are
encouraged. Final reports are not required to include drafting or drawn elements, but will require a
graphic submission that can be composed of photographs, hand sketches, electronic sketches or other
representations of visual aids. Reports shall not exceed 50 pages, but there is no minimum requirement
as long as the concept is adequately communicated.

The designer is to develop the presentation to provide enough material to provide a
programmatic/schematic board to the owner for consideration of the element and would need to be
noted well enough to clearly define intent (identify system elements/components and adjacent
connections, requirements, etc.) to proceed with integration to an existing or new facility.

PAGE 18SPECIFACTS•MAY/JUNE 2014
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Single building project to be located on a sample provided site

Owner/primary tenant would occupy 10,000 sf or open space (build out would not be included in the
design; only the shell and space allocation for service core).

6,000 sf of space would be allocated for rentable space to be distributed to three separate tenants
(again, no build out work, only shell and preliminary tenant separation).

Designer is to determine, based on the site and access requirements, the best layout on the site single
floor, split level, or multi floor) and also determine the best type of construction to be used based on
the layout.

Minimum requirements would be floor plan(s), 2 schematic elevations, 1 schematic building section or
two building details and a brief narrative of the type or approach (to take the place of a verbal client
presentation). Any additional material the designer would like to add would be acceptable as long as
the format remains a single display board as indicated below. The designer is to develop the
presentation to provide enough material to provide a programmatic/schematic board to the owner for
consideration and would need to be noted well enough to clearly define intent (identify elevator, stairs,
mechanical space, etc.) to proceed with Design Development documents.

Submissions should include presentation incorporating written and graphic components prepared on a
tri fold poster board; size shall be 36” x 48” Final reports will be judged on three elements:

Clarity of Concept
Quality of Presentation
Feasibility of Solution
Narrative Clarity

Be a current junior or senior Undergraduate student, enrolled in a graduate program, or be an, emerging
professional within 10 years of college graduation.

Submissions may be made by individuals or teams (maximum 5 participants per team). Prize
considerations shall be awarded per entry and will be provided as follows:

First Prize: $500 + CSI One year Membership (up to a $370 value) for one team member

Second Price: $300

Third Prize: $200

Option 2: The Building System
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The Intent to Participate should include contact information of the participant or team
coordinator and presentation topic for review. Any preliminary information relating to the
selected topic would also be accepted for review.

Any change of topic, contact information shall be provided to the competition coordinator.
Electronic copies of preliminary entries shall be reviewed by the event coordinator to verify
appropriate formatting.

Final project submissions (tri fold posters) shall be received by this date for review and judging
among the competition panel for adequately addressing the competition parameters. Entries
shall be provided no later than 5:00 pm to the event coordinator and addressed as follows:

WiSEngineers, Inc.
Attn: Jarrod Finger

Re: CSI, Nashville Chapter Young Professional Competiton
4011 Armory Oaks Drive

Nashville, TN 37204

Updates and reminders shall be provided by the event organizing team throughout the schedule
and questions by the participants are always welcome throughout the competition.

Those interested in participating in the 2014 Nashville CSI Young Professionals Competition should
contact the Event Coordinator:

Jarrod Finger
jarrod@wisengineers.com

615.953.9474, ext. 704

GULF STATES REGION UPDATE
Your Region Newsletter is available online at:

http://csigulfstates.csinet.org/Stay-Informed/Publications/Newsletter/July-2014-Newsletter-PDF.pdf
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 Rick Shepherd      Jim Winchester 

 615-351-9993          615-390-4688 

Ted Rhodes Golf Course is situated on the 

banks of the Cumberland River in North  

Nashville.  The course was originally called 

Cumberland Golf Course and was originally     

a nine-hole course.   

The first nine at Ted Rhodes was built in 

1953.  In May of 1992, the facility was       

redesigned and expanded from nine to     

eighteen holes.  The links style course        

incorporates lakes and bunkers to provide       

a pleasurable round for each golfer.   

Wayne Evans manages the course as the      

General Manager. 

T E D  R H O D E S  
G O L F  C O U R S E  

Proceeds benefit…..   
 

Easter Seals Camp Programs 
and the 

 Harris-Hillman School 
through Metro Employees Consolidated 

Charities Campaign 

S A T U R D A Y  
O C T O B E R  4 ,  2 0 1 4  

 
 

COME AND JOIN US IN  
A GAME OF GOLF  

 
ON 

 
SATURDAY 

OCTOBER  4, 2014 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

TED RHODES GOLF COURSE 
NASHVILLE 

 
1901 ED TEMPLE BLVD. 
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 

 
 
 

  Metropolitan Government/Nashville & Davidson County 
  Department of Codes & Building Safety 
  Terry Cobb, Director 
  P. O. Box 196300 
  Nashville, Tennessee  37219-6300 
  (615) 862-6549 
 
 

Saturday……October  4, 2014 

Registration at 7:00 AM 
 Rick Shepherd      Jim Winchester 
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eighteen holes.  The links style course        

incorporates lakes and bunkers to provide      

a pleasurable round for each golfer.   

Wayne Evans manages the course as the      

General Manager. 

Proceeds benefit…..   
 

Easter Seals Camp Programs 
and the 

 Harris-Hillman School 
through Metro Employees Consolidated 

Charities Campaign 
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BENEFITS AND OPPORTUNITIES  
2014

As a CSI Nashville Chapter member, you get 
many benefi ts.  As in all organiza  ons, you must 
engage to reap the rewards.  Check out some of 
our benefi ts and how you can get involved on 
our website at www.csinashville.org.

EMERGING PROFESSIONAL 
SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM
2014

If you’re an emerging professional and in-
terested in becoming a member of the CSI 
Nashville Chapter, you may be eligible for a 
sponsorship.  Look for more informa  on on 
our website at www.csinashville.org. 
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“It is probable that few members of the 
profession will disagree [that] the prepara-
tion of specifications receives less study 
and attention in proportion to its impor-
tance than any other phase of architectur-
al or engineering practice. It is generally 
conceded that there is need for accurate, 
concise, yet comprehensive specifica-
tions in order to secure the best results 
from any set of plans. In our architectural 

Where have I heard 
that before?

schools … instruction in specification writing has been neglected to such an extent that those to 
whom the task of specification writing has fallen have usually been forced to educate themselves. As 
a natural sequence of this condition we find too many inaccurate and incomplete documents accom-
panying drawings under the guise of specifications.”

If you participate in or visit CSI groups on LinkedIn, or follow discussions on 4specs.com, or talk 
with just about any specifier, it’s likely you have heard similar comments. Most of those who work 
with specifications appreciate their value, and believe that, to be effective, they must contain all the 
information needed by the contractor, they must not contain irrelevant information, and they must be 
easy to understand. 

Following is more of the comment from which I took the opening quotation.

“IT is probable that few members of the profession will disagree with the statement that, 
considered broadly, the preparation of specifications receives less study and attention 
in proportion to its importance than any other phase of architectural or engineering 
practice. It is generally conceded that there is need for accurate, concise, yet compre-
hensive specifications in order to secure the best results from any set of plans. Yet to 
many architects and engineers the task of their preparation is onerous, and in order to 
produce a written document to accompany the drawings they sometimes even resort to 
the re-working of old specifications. It is usually discovered later that they do not accu-
rately apply to the work in hand. 

“In our architectural schools … instruction in specification writing has been neglected to 
such an extent that those to whom the task of specification writing has fallen have usu-
ally been forced to educate themselves. As a natural sequence of this condition we find 
too many inaccurate and incomplete documents accompanying drawings under the 
guise of specifications. 
“It is because of these conditions that THE AMERICAN ARCHITECT notes with the 
greatest satisfaction the initiation of a movement to organize The American Specifica-
tion Institute along the lines of the National Professional Societies. 

“It is obvious that The American Specification Institute should have as its fundamen-
tal purpose the education of its membership so as to assure better and more uniform 
specifications, the dissemination of information relating to the production of raw materi-
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als, their manufacture or fabrication into finished products, and how, when and where 
to use the different materials. When the specification writer has acquired a thorough 
understanding of the materials and equipment described and called for in his specifica-
tions he will be able to write more intelligently and produce a document that will furnish 
protection alike to the client, the architect, the builder and the manufacturer. 

The above was printed in 1920, in The American Architect, published from 1876 through 1938, when 
it was absorbed by Architectural Record. In following issues, readers responded.

“The average architect beginning practice to-day knows very little about this most 
important phase of his work. He little knows how much stress a client will put on his 
knowledge of stone and concrete; the grades of lumber; the most efficient kinds of 
paint for various purposes; what constitutes the various grades of glass; plumbing 
goods; hardware and electrical work. The architect to correctly specify must know these 
things intelligently and intimately so that he may not only be in a position to advise the 
client but to advise the builder if necessary. Architecture is the art of building thoroughly 
even as much as making buildings attractive.” Heacock & Hokanson

“It occurs to me that architects in the past have paid altogether too little attention to this 
important phase of their work, and too little opportunity for development has been given 
to those men who are engaged in specification writing. The result of this has been that 
often our well-conceived projects have been poorly constructed, and proper provision 
has too often not been made to protect various materials in the proper manner.” 
H. Kenneth Franzheim, architect

“I agree that the specification practice of most architects offices is the least creditable 
part of their work, due probably to several things: First, … in an effort to hasten the 
work, old specifications for similar buildings are often rehashed and made over with a 
greater or lesser degree of success, mostly less. Secondly, specifications are to the ma-
jority of architects the least interesting part of their work, the very essential to the best 
interests of their client. “ An old subscriber

“Most specification writers receive their training at the present time solely in the school 
of experience, which is, of course, excellent, but does not cover the entire ground, for 
the reason that these men are usually the product of training of one or two offices which 
have their individual methods.” Wm. O. Ludlow, architect

Not everyone agreed. I recently heard an architect express an opinion similar to the following.

“We, of course, do not approve of any institution that would seek to standardize so 
important a document as a specification, because we believe that personality and cre-
ativeness enter as much into this branch of the architect’s work as in matters of design 
and execution of drawings. We do not believe that you can make specification special-
ists because we believe the specification maker must be imbued with all the art and 
questions of accomplishing a building and it is a subject as intimate as the architect 
himself.” Edwards & Sayward

Isn’t it interesting that we’re voicing the same concerns now as were expressed nearly a hundred 
years ago? 
© 2014, Sheldon Wolfe, RA, FCSI, CCS, CCCA, CSC
Agree? Disagree? Leave your comments at http://swconstructivethoughts.blogspot.com/. 
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OFFICERS

Rick Jones, President
(615) 367-1333
(615) 367-6918 fax
rjones@twfrierson.com 

Jim Christain, Immediate Past President
(615) 386-9962
(615) 495-1971 cell
jchristain@aol.com

Jerry Curtis, President Elect
(615) 790-2828
tnbass@comcast.net 

Melanie Kenney, Vice President
(615) 979-9497
mkenney@southlandbrickandblock.com

Dan Cress, Secretary
(615) 377-9773
(615) 370-4147 fax
dcress@tmpartners.com 

Jack Potter, Treasurer
(615) 370-8500
(615) 370-8530 fax
jpotter@hfrdesign.com

DIRECTORS

Mark Buck, Chapter Director
(615) 973-2013
 mark_buck@bellsouth.net

Steve Honey, Chapter Director
(615) 533-7886
shoney@southlandbrickandblock.com

Kevin Russell, Chapter Director
(615) 767-6139
krussell@mcelroymetal.com

Loretta Baltz, Chapter Director
(615) 844-1017
(615) 250-9425 fax
storm.97@comcast.net

Lynn Jolley, Chapter Director
(615) 876-8096
ljolley@comcast.net

Devin Righter, Chapter Director
(615) 690-7200
devin@bxtn.org

About Us...
 Founded in 1948, CSI is a non-profit tech-
nical organization dedicated to the advancement 
of construction technology through communi-
cation, research, education, and service. CSI serves 
the interests of architects, engineers, specifiers, 
contractors, product manufacturers, and others 
in the construction industry.
 Specifacts is published monthly by the 
Nashville Chapter CSI. This publication acts as 
a moderator without approving, disapproving 
or guaranteeing the validity or accuracy of any 
data, claims or opinions appearing under a byline 
or obtaining or quoted from an acknowledged 
source. The Chapter does not constitute any 
endorsement of products featured in advertise-
ments.
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COMMITTEE CHAIRS & CO-CHAIRS

Kevin Russell, Academic Liaison
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krussell@mcelroymetal.com 
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troy@bargecauthen.com 

Jerry Curtis, Programs 
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(615) 366-3992 fax
carl.manka@tbr.edu 
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Communication
(615) 333-1000
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Loretta_baltz@mhfi .com 

Melanie Kenney, Product Show
(615) 979-9497
mkenney@southlandbrickandblock.com

Vickie Dyer Long, Product Show Vice-Chair 
(615) 844-1017
(615) 250-9425 fax
vickie.dyer@mhfi .com

Jarrod Finger, Emerging Professionals
(615) 953-9474 ext. 704
(615) 658-8145 fax
jarrod@wisengineers.com

Jerry Curtis, Technical
(615) 790-2828
tnbass@comcast.net 

Tom Parshall, Planning
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(615) 399-5285 fax
tlparch@bellsouth.net

Arya Kabiri, Social 
Media 
(615) 377-9773
(615) 370-4147 fax
aryak@tmpartners.com

Nashville Chapter CSI

Contact Us

www.csinashville.org

Construction Specifi cations Institute

P.O. Box 25267
Nashville, TN 37202 

BE SURE TO CHECK US OUT ON 
LINKEDIN, FACEBOOK, AND TWITTER!!!

CSI NASHVILLE CHAPTER
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